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UNBELIEF—IiTS CAUSES AND CONSHQENCES, 


The zreat underlying sin of the world 
is unbelief Simple as the principle of 
behef may appear to be, 1b 1s the one , 
most difficult to get the world to re- 
cere With salvation, as with every- | 
thing else that 1s to be learned, under- | 
stood or attained to, belief is the start- | 
ing point, the first and consequently the 
foundation principle upon which the | 
whole structure of knowledge to be 
obtained, happiness to be possessed or 
exaltation to be attained to, rests If 
men do not believe in God, they will | 

l 


make no effort to please hım, take no | 
trouble to learn his designs or will If 
they profess a belief in God, yet will 
notreceive the testimony of his servants, | 
any message of warning or mercy thus 
sent unto them will fall upon unheeding 
ears, and the merciful designs of the 
Lord, with the labors of his servants, 
will be alike fruitless so far as they are 
concerned who are thus unbelieving 
Hence ıt 18 that inducements are held 
out to lead mankind, te,helieve, argu- 
ments are produced and all the powers 
of reasonmg brought into play to get 
men to accept and adopt the princrple, 
that, in everything connected with ex- | 
istence now or m the never-ending | 
future tiat lies before us, 1s the founda- , 
dion of knowledge, happiness and bliss | 
But this generation is not the only 
one with which this unbelief has been 
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the great evıl Since Satan obtained 
a mastery over the world, every gene- 
ration has been an exemplibcation of 
the fact that in unbelief he finds his 
strongest power over mankind And, 
strange as it may appear, he induces 
them to persist in it by whispermg to 
them that they believe enough—that to 
beleve any less than they do would be 
infidelity, and to believe any more would 
be superstition This holds good whe- 
ther applied to the atheist or the fana- 
tic Hach thinks that he believes and 
believes aright, and that all who differ 
from him must of necessity be wrong 
Vain self-sufficiency and conceited 
pride he at the root of it, and like twin 


' Serpents keep ever darting their poison- 


ed fangs at the human soul, killing the 
growing germ of faith when 1t 18 kindly 
and humanely planted there Every 
generation fanvies and believes itself 
far ahead of every preceding one in all 
that ıs worth understanding A few 
great minds, who “lived before their 
age,” may be held in esteem, a Colum- 
bus, a Shakspeare,,a Milton, a Galileo 
and a Newton may each receive their 
meed of praise from succeeding gene- 
qatious, but the pres nt 18 590 far m 
advance of the pust that little can be 
learned fiom those who have gone 
before us, except it be to extract know- 
ledge from thew ignorance and profit 
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by their errors! 
isufficiency, and, applying the same 
“ sophistries to religion, it rejoices in the 
“full blaze of Guspel light” so gloriously 
shedding its luminous rays upon a 
happy, peaceful and God-fearing world' 
Abraham, Moses and the Prophets were, 
doubtless, good men who enjoyed the 
favor of Heaven and were peculiarly 
blessed of God, but, then, they lived in 
barbarous times, were rude and un- 

olished, and ignorant of a great many 
important things understood now by 
professors of religion' The Apostles 
were with Jesus, heard his teachings 
and received from him Divine know- 
ledge, power and authority, but they 
were nearly all boorish in their man- 
ners, uneducated and rude of speech ; 
they lacked the refinement of this en- 
Lzhtened age and were far behind these 
times of research and education in light 
and knowledge! Vain unbelief! these 
men whom you virtually despise, yet 
nominally revere, knew God—a know- 
ledge which all your boasted learning, 
refinement and polish cannot put you 
in possession of; and that knowledge 
circumscribes all that you ever knew 
or dreamed of knowing. 

Lamentable ag the consequences of 
anbelief are, it is easy to show that it 
springs from the causes mentioned. 

or men ‘to receive a principle or a 
series of principles which they have 
not believed before, is to admit that 
they were ignorant. This, vanity has 
an objection todo. Men will receive, 
without hesitation, a theory emanating 
from a source they are accustomed to 
respect and receive teachings from, but 
if it comes from one with which they 
are on a level, or to which they imagine 
themselves superior, they will dispute 
it, dogmatize and resort to any means 
to crush it, When any of the learned 
or scientific men of tha world advance a 
theory, it is met by other learned or 
Scientific men and disputed, -while the 
mass range themselves under the 
leadership of the contending chieftains, 
or stand by and view the contest with 
indifference. Vanity prompts the 
attackers to oppose that which has not 
emanated from themselves. ~To admit 
it would be to admit they were in error, 
and to own that others whom they des- 
pised or affected to despise knew some- 
thing of which they were in ignorance. 


UNBELIEF——ITS CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES. 


| Bek ie 
Thus reasons self- ; Scientific and learned men have ever 


been the most bitter and determined 
opponents of those who have enriched 
the learning of the world with the 
brightest gems that sparkle in its regalia 
of knowledge. 

But what certainty is there that we 
will not be deceived if we believe the 
testimony of the servants of God, or 
those who bear record that he has sent 
them? Just the same that there is in 
receiving the testimony of any teacher 
of the exact sciences. By the applica- 
tion of each principle in any science we 
tect its truthfulness and ascertain its 
value. Two mathematicians, residing 
at opposite poles, though they had never 
seen or even heard of each other, can, 
by the application of mathematical 
principles, produce like results on any 
given point. Two musicians, no matter 
where they may live, can from the same 
notes and measure written in the same 
key, produce alike harmony, and when 
brought together not a jariing or dis- 
cordant sound will be heard The 
principles of salvation are as scientifi- 
cally classified, and in their epplication 
produce ascertain results, as the princi- 
ples of any science known. In fact, 
when properly understood, the Gospel 
will be found to circumscribe and em~ 
brace all sciences. Two, ten or a thou~ 
sand individuals, who never heard of 
each other, who lived in lands the most 
remote from each other and were reared 
under circumstances the most opposite, 
by the application of itsimtiatory prin- 
ciples are in a position to testify alike 
of the results, and know its trnthfulness 
equally as much as he who has ad- 
vanced an eq'tal length in the study 
and application of any science. 

With such certainty attending it, 
why, then, is it, that mankind so per- 
sistently reject its principles and refuse 
to believe them or those who declare 
them?” Because, to do so would be to 
admit that the learning, the lip-worship, 
the imposing ceremonials and the talent 
ostensibly dedicated to the service of 
God are foolishness before him. It is 
a trial of the world, of no slight nature, 
to send to it, as its teachers, men drawn 
from the humblest walks of life. It is 
a trial of the men sent, of a great and 
important character, to make them, 
humble and illiterate as they may be 
when called, the bearers of a message 
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from the God of heaven which embraces 
the salvation or condemnation of a 
world. If they continue humble, and 
are not lifted up in the pride of their 
own hearts, vainly imagining they are 
zoma great personages of themselves, 
and eome off cunyuerors, they are 
worthy to be exalted in the presence of 
God, and if mankind would rise supe- 
rior to vanity and foolish pride, and 
hearken to thear words, they would 
make themselves worthy to become 
possessors of the blessings which ac- 
company obedience to the Gospel. But 
the testimony of the servants of God is 
borne with such assurance, and comes 
supported by such irrefragable evidence 
of the Divine source from which it has 
emanated, that nothing but determined 
opposition to lght can continue in 
unbelief, and they who reject it are 
justly condemned for spurning the 
offered mercy with all its glorious con- 
comitants of blessings, light and know- 
ledge leadimg on to eternal happiness 
and life in the mansions of everlasting 
felicity. 

Unbelief permeates the whole mass 
of society. It sits enthroned in the 
high places of the eurth, it peeps from 
under the bishop’s lawn, and lurks 
beneath the ermine of the judge, it 
influences the legislatures of nations, 
while the executives are ruled by ıt in 
their official capacity. And, “as with 
the priest so with the people,” the 
teachers of the pcople being given over 
to unbelief, it ıs no wonder that the 
multitude should be the victims of a 
like infidelity. 

But, what is the nature of this un- 
belief, and what are its consequences ? 
It is not that men do not believe, but 
that they do not believe aright. They 
do not believe in, nor exercise faith in 
the God they profe s to worship. He 
is a God of power, of revelation, of life, 
peace and happiness. But men seek 
power from other sources, they pursue 
after knowledge and do not desire to 
have revelation from him, Instead of 
life they hunt after death, and endeavor 
to compass the destruction of each 
other; they cultivate war and reap its 
miseries, inctead of laboring for peace 
and happiness. They buy and sell eat 
and drink, wage wars and patch up 
peaces, enact laws and enforce them, 
and follow all the multiplied pursuits of 
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hfe without thinking of, caring for, or 
Mm any way recognizing the existence of 
the Lord Jehovah Christendom might 
as well make to itself idols of wood and 
stone, strong as the statement may 
appear—idols that could not speak and 
had none of the powers which the 
lowest of the animal creation are en- 
dowed with, as to continue to profess- 
edly believe in a Being towards whom 
1t manifests the most flagrant infidelity. 
The seaman who would push to sea in 
hig vessel, perhaps an old and leaky 
one, while the storm-signal was hoisted 
announcing the approaching tempest, 
would manifest no greater folly than 
the inhabitants of the earth display in 
refusing to beheve the warnings deli- 
vered which foretell impending desola- 
tions «He might refuse to believe be- 
cause he could not understand the 
principles by which another obtained 
the knowledge, but his wiser com- 
panions would remember former in- 
stances in which the warning signal 
had been the means of saving their 
lives, through their remaining in port 
till the storm had passed, and would 
shake their heads at his madness as he 
steered his trail craft in the track of 
threatened destruction. The human 
fainily to-day, despite the plain warn- 
ings again and again repeated and in 
many instantes terribly fulfilled, reject 
the voice that speaks to thim sounds of 
salvation. They cannot, nay, they will 
not understand the principles by which 
others can tell of approaching danger 
and point out the way to avoid it, and 
they will not believe. Yet they could 
kuow for themselves, as surely as those 
who are endowed with the spirit of 
prophecy, if they would shake off their 
unbelief and keep the commandmen’y 
of God in humility and faithtulness. 
History may be searched in vain for a 
parallel to the determined infidelity 
evinced not ovly by the inhabitants of 
the Umted States, but by Christendom 
generally, with regard to the present 
American struggle and the resuits that 
willspring from it The declaration of 
the Savior foretelling the destruction of 
Jerusalem was not anything lke as 
generally known as the revelation by 
the Prophet Joseph foretelling the pres 
sent war It could not be, for there 
were not the same facilities tor publicly 
communicating and dissemmatng such 
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a declaration. Yet this generation, | spaceof time. They would so live and 
with that historical fact in their posses- | purify themselves before God that his 
sion, and with a plain and literal ful- | angels would delight tọ minister to 
filment of the revelation by Joseph, | them, and they could hold communion 
thus far, before their eyes, as persist- | with holy beings from the eternal world. 
ently and déterminedly harden their { But, tradition springs up in tre heart 
hearts against the truth as did the Jews | and whispers doubts concerning the 
at the time referred to. The conse-j truth; and even with many of the 
quences, then, of their unbelief are, that | sincerely honest, the time which would 
they remain in ignorance, whence arise | be occupied and the power which would 
divisions, doubts, perplexities, conten- | be employed in acquiring a knowledge 
tions and wars, the end of which will be | of and reducing to practice further 
misery and desolation unless they re- | principles of salvation than those they 

ent, believe ın the Lord and seek unto | know,,a1e employed in seeking to crush 
fim with full purpose of heart. out these doubts. All sre not so un- 

But few of the Saints realize how | believing, but it is the great sin of the 
@losely interwoven with themselves 13; world It has grown with centuries, 
unbelief. What is the necessity for all | struck its roots deep into the human 
the preaching and writing, reasoning | heatt, and its tendrils, with a parasite 
and exhortation with tongue and pen to | grasp, have encircled the intelligence 

et us to receive and practice the truth, | cud existence of mankind: It is neces- 
ifit be not unbelief? Did we believe | sary, then, for all who desire to see the 
trustingly, sincerely and honestly we | faith of God spread and increase among 
would only require to be once told aj men, to shake themselves free of this 
principle or a commandment, and we | greatand besetting sin, seeking strength 
would joyfully receive it and adopt it | fiom the Lord to do so, and by great 
Ifa people could be found who would | faith secure to themselves power to 
manifest such behef, there is no bles- | accomplish the designs of Heaven and 
sing in the heavens to be bestowed | hasten the preparations for the Advent 
upon man here on the earth but they , of Messiah to reign upon the earth. 
could attain to in a measurably short 
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One portion of the revelations given | lates us to its performance. The fear 
to Joseph Smith says, that we cannot | of suffering from dyspepsia occasionally 
be made perfect without sufferings. | restrains the epicure in the too frequent 
Ifwe inquire why not, the answer is, | inuulgence in his favorite viands. 
Because of ignorance. In many in- Suffering should be a corrector of every 
stances suffering leads us to seek the | morul evil we are acquainted with; 
Lord. An unhappy condition of mind; and it is to an extent a restrainer of 
has led many to pray, who, if they | society. To the Saints who are en- 
could have continually enjoyed them- | joying the Spirit of the Lord, the recol- 
selves in the pursuit of pleasure, in the ! lection of their former suffering condi- 
accumulation of wealth, in the acquire- | tion when without its benign influence, 
ment of renown or in the pleasures of’ prompts them to pursue a course that 
dissipation, would have spent a hfe | will retain it. If those giving way to 
without a word of prayer. Suffering ; the spirit of apostacy could retain the 
is the opposite of gratification, and has | Spirit of the Lord and the peace that 
its existence for wise purposes. The ! they received by obedience to the 
fear of suffering in the debtor’s jail | Gospel, their happy condition might 
often restrains men from contracting | cause some newly initiated into the 
debts which they sea no possibility of pee of salvation to be less persevering; 

aying. The fear of sgiring reproof | but the suffering condition of the 
or the neglect of our duty often stimu- ! apostate is a beacon to the good to 
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SUFFERINGS, 


dissuade them from following his foot- 
steps. 

Suffering is the whip which justice 
holds in her hands and uses, when ne- 
cessary, to keep mankind from losing 
the distinctions of right and wrong 
The existence of suffering rouses into 
action the love of the mother when her 
darling is m pain, it sets the wheels of 
love in motion, 1¢ starts the invention of 
man to remove it, and it developes the 
faculties of the soul to alleviate it 

The suffering condition of the wold 
fired the bosom of the Redeemer to 
undertake our ransom, and oui sense 
of his sufferings and labors fills our 
hearts with gratitude to him as our 
Deliverer. Suffermg now gives to us 
that experience which will in the Mil- 
Iennial age enable us to appreciate 
much of the good which the faithful at 
that time are destined to enjoy 

To conceive of a being who has never 
suffered, ig to conceive of one who 
could hear a tale of sorrow without 
sympathizing In our afflictions we 
do not go to an innocent child for the 
balm of consolation we need, but we go 
to some one who has passed through a 
similar ordeal’ to that which we are 
passing through The ruler who has 
risen to his high position and passed 
through the phases of life’s sorrows, 18 
best qualified to guide the sceptre of 
his government to meet every cncum- 
stance that humanity in all its lessons 
and labors may iequire. St Paul, in 
contemplating the experience of the 
Savior in all the sufferings which his 
Divine mission necessarily caused him 
to endure, gathered the strongest asesu- 
rance that in him we should find a 
High Priest who was so thoroughly 
acquainted with lifes miseries that 
“he could be touched with che feelmgs 
of our infirmities.” The thorns of 
suffermg grow in the pathway that 
leads to exaltation. The knowledge of 
it has to be mterwoven in the fabric of 
man’s organization Suffering de- 
velopes endurance, 1b entitles the mar- 
tyr to the maityi’s crown. ‘To be 
willing to suffer 1s an evidence of love 
Could we value the friend that would 
not suffer for us? Jesus requires us 
to suffer for his name’s sake. He says, 
if we aie not willing to suffer for him, 
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we are not worthy of him. The bright 
thrones of heaven are for sufferers, 
principalities and kingdoms are for 
sufferers, Suffering joins hands with 
sincerity, 18 a witness of integrity; it 
18 one of the passports that pilgrims 
will hand to the keepers of the gates of 
heaven for admittance, it is one of the 
credentials of the noble spirits who will 
walk the golden streets in the new 
Jerusalem. When voluntarily endured, 
it is the badge of distinction which 1g 
never worn on the arm of the cowaid, 

Suffering is an extra cord that binds 
still closer the heart of the missionary’s 
wife to her husband who 1s heralding 
salvation among the nations of the 
earth, 2618 a refiner of our hives, it 
separates from the finer portion of our 
orgamzation some of the dross of sin 
which would hinder our progression in 
intelligence and happiness,- it makes 
us better husbands, better fathers and 
nobler friends, it strengthens all our 
vuntues, and ıb mellows mto tenderness 
the stern resolves of life In the pangs 
of our own ignorance we form resolves 
to improve the future, and we deter- 
mine that our children, whom we love, 
shali never sufer though it, 1f our 
payment for their education will secure 
them from it Suffeiing also serves 
as an example that others may not err 
The punishment of Nebuchadnezzar for 
presumption 1s a warning voice to otbera 
to be humble The woild’s deluge, 
through not beheving new revelation, 
wans us to be caictul not to rejeat 
Heaven’s messagé whenever 1b comes, 
The burning cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah warn all nations to the encourage- 
ment of virtue The curse on Cain 
says to the jealous, Restrain in time, 
leat you, like hım, suffer also 

Whethe: we consider suffering in the 
past, in the present or in the future, we 
must admire ita necessity as a corrector 
and purifier. Then, shall we regret 
that suffering exists on the earth? 
No, rather be prepared for every event 
of Gods providence, and, as it has 
been the mears of giving us much ex- 
perience, it wall be a means of puritying 
us for the realms of light, to dwell with 
glorified beings on this earth when it 
will roll through the blue vault of 
heayen a celestial world. 


No character is more glorious, none more attractive of universal admiration and res ~ 
pect, than that of helping those who are in no condition to help themselves. 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


JOSEPH SMITH. 


(Continued from page 136.) 


Wednesday, 31.—Elder Amasa Ly- 
man arrived in Nauvoo. 

The following from the Governor 
appeared in the Neighbor :— 


TO THE PEOPLE OF WARSAW, IN HAN- 
COCK COUNTY. 


I am continually informed of your pre- 
patations and threats to renew the war 
and exterminate the ‘Mormons.? One 
would suppose that you ought to rest 
gatished with what you have aleady 
done 

The ‘Mormon’ leaders, if they ever re- 
sisted the law, have submitted to its 
authority They have surrendered the 

ublic arms, and appeared to be ready to 
To anything requred to make atonement 
for whatever wrong may have been done 

Since the assassination of their two 
principal leaders, under circumstances 
well caleulated to inflame their passions 
and drive them to excesses for the pur- 
poses of revenge, they have been entirely 
peaceful and submissive, and have 
patiently awarted the slow operation of 
the laws to redress the wrongs of which 
they complained. There has been no 
retaliation, no revenge, and, for anything 
I can ascertain, there will be none. 

Those of your people who are charged 
with being the most hostile to them have 
lived, 1f they knew 1t, an perfect secumty 
from illegal violence. 

I am anxious for a pacification of your 
difficulties You cannot drive out or ex- 
terminzte the ‘Mormons’ Such an 
effort would be madness, and would not 
be permitted by the people of the State. 
You cannot be sustained im it ether by 
force or law. You are binding yourselves 
to your weakness, and keeping up an 
agitation which must faul of the purpose 
intended and recou with terrible energy 
upon your own heads. 

I exhort you to reconsider your infatu- 
ated resolutions. Try your ‘Mormon’ 
neighbors again, and 1f you cannot dwell 
together ın amity, you many at least re- 
frain from injuring each other 

From the moderation of the ‘Mormons,’ 
under what they conceive to be the deep- 
est injury, you might well hope that if 
they ever entertained designs inconsistent 
with your liberty and happiness, that 
those designs have been abandoned. 
They are also interested in preserving the 
peace. 

Tt 18 not natural to suppose that they, 


any More than yourselves, wish to live in 
continual alarm. They hope for quietness, 
and will be peaceful and submissive in 
order to enjoy it. But you are continu- 
ally driving them to desperation by an 
insane course of threatening and hostility, 
and depriving yourselves of pcace by the 
same means used to disquiet them. 

If I have said anything severe in this 
address, I pray you attribute it to my 
deep conviction that your comse isim- 
proper and unwarrantable. Such is the 
opinion of the people at large in the State 
and all over the country. 

From being right in the first instance 
you have put yourselves in the wrong, and 
there are none who sustainyou. As men 
of sense you are bound to see, if you will 
open your eyes, that you cannot effect 
your purposes. Nevertheless, you are 
still trainmg and drilling, and keeping 
together, and threatening a renewal of 
the war, 

I have said to you often that you can- 
not succeed; by this time you oucht to 
gee it yourselves, What can your small 
force do against two thousand armed. 
men, entrenched in a city, and defending 
themselves, their wives and their children ? 

Besides, 1f you are the aggressors, I am 
determined that all the power of the State 
shalk be used to prevent your success. I 
can never agree that a set of infatuated 
and inftmated men shall barbarously 
attack a peaceful people who have sub- 
mitted to all the demands of the law, and. 
when they had full power to do so, re- 
frained from inflicting vengeance upon 
théir enemies. You may count on my 
most determined opposittion—upon the 
opposition of the law, and upon that of 
every peaceful, law-abiding citizen of the 
country. 

This is not spokey in anger. God 
knows I would do no injury unless com- 
pelled io do so to sustain the laws. But 
mob violence must be put down. It is 
threatening the whole country with 
anarchy and ruin, It is menacing our 
fair form of Government, and destroying 
the confidence of the patriot in the insti- 
tutions of his country. 

I have been informed that the ‘Mor- 
mons’ about Lima and Macedonia have 
been warned to leave the settlements. 
They have a night to remain and enjoy 
their property. As long as they are good 
citizens they shall not be molested, and 
the sooner those misguided persons with- 
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draw their warning and retrace ther 
steps, the better it will be for them. 


Tyomas Forp. 
July 25, 1844. 


Thursday, August 1.—The remains 
of the deceased Elder Samuel H. Smith 
were interred this morning at 10 a.m. 


We, extract the following from his 
obituary — 


“ Samuel Harrison Smith, the fourth 
son of Joseph and Lucy, was born im the 
town of Tunbridge, Orange Co., Vermont, 
on the 13th day of March, 1808. 

In his early luc he assisted his father 
in farming He possessed a religious 
turn of mind, and at an early age jomed 
the Presbyterian church, to which sect he 
belonged until he visited ns brother 
Joseph ın May, 1829, when Joseph in- 
formed him that the Lord was about to 
commence his Latter-day Work. 

He also showed him that part of the 
Book of Mormon which he had translated, 
and labored to‘ persuade him concernmg 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ which was 
about to be revealed in 1ts fulness, 

Samuel was not, however, very easily 
persuaded of these things; but after 
much inqwry and explanation he retired 
and prayed that he might obtain from the 
Lord wisdom, to enable him to judge for 
himself; the result was that he obtaimed 
revelation for- himself sufficient to con- 
vince him of the truth of the testimony of 
his brother Joseph. 

On the 15th day of May, 1829, having 
been commanded of the Lord, Joseph 
Smith and Olver Cowdery were baptized, 
and as they were returning from the water 
to the house, they overheard Samuel en- 
gaged in secret prayer Joseph said that 

e considered that a sufficient testimony 
of his being a fit subject for baptism ; and 
as they had now received authority to 
baptize, they spoke to Samuel upon the 
subject, and he went straightway to the 
wate: with them, and was baptized by 
Ohver Cowdery, he being the third person 
baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ 
in the last dispensation. 

He was one of the eight witnesses of 
the ok of Mormon. 

He was present at the organization of 
the Ohrel, April 6, 1830, and was one 
of the six who at that time constituted 
the members of the Church. He was 
ordained to the Priesthood on the 6th of 
April, 1830. 

On the 30th of June following the 
organization of the Church, he took some 
Books of Mormon and started ont on his 
mission, to which he had been set apart 
by his brother Joseph, and on travelling 
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twenty-five miles, which was Ins first 
day’s journey, he stopped at a number of 
places 10 order to sell his books, but was 
turned out of doors as soon as he declared 
his principles 

When evening came on he was faint 
and almost discouraged, but coming to 
an inn, which was surrounded with every 
appearance of plenty, he called to see if 
the landlord would buy one of his books, 
On going in, Samuel inquired of him 1f he 
did not wish to purchase a history of the 
origin of the Indians 

‘I do not know,’ replied the host, “how 
did you get hold of 1t” 

‘It was translated,’ rejoined Samuel, 
‘by my brother, from some gold plates 
that he found buried in the earth.’ 

‘You damned har,’ cried the landlord, 
‘get out of my house—you shan’t stay 
one minute with your books ’ 

ı Samuel was sick at heart, for this was 
the fifth time he had been‘turned out of 
doors that day. He left the house and 
travelled a short distance, and washed his 
feet in a small brook as a testimony against 
the man l 

He then proceeded five miles further on. 
his journey, and seeing an apple tree a 
short distance from the road, he conclu- 
ded to pass the night under it , and here 
he lay all night upon the cold, damp 
ground. j 

In the morning he arose from his com- 
fortless bed, and observing a amall cottage 
at no great distance, he drew near, hoping 
to get a little refreshment. The only 
inmate was a widow, who seemed very 
poor, He asked her for fvod, relating the 
story of his former treatment She pre- 
pared him some victuals, and, after eat- 
ing, he explained to her the history of the 
Book of Mormon She listened atten- 
tively, and believed all that he told her; 
but, in consequence of her poyerty, she 
was unable to purchase one of the books. 
He presented her with one, and proceeded. 
to Bloomington, which was eight miles 
further. 

Here he stopped at the house of one 
Jobn P. Greene, who wasa Methodist 
preacher and was at that time about 
starting on a preaching mission, He, 
hke the others, did not wish to make a 
purchase of what he considered at that 
tıme to be a nonsensical fable ; however, 
he said that he would take a subscription 
paper, and if he found auy one on his 
route who was disposed to purchase, he 
would take his name, and im two weeks 
Samuel might call again, and he would 
let him know what the prospect was of 
selling, , After making this arrangement, 
Samuel left one of his books with him 
and retufned home. 
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At the time appointed, Samuel started 
again for the Rev John P. Greene’s, in 
order to learn the success which this 

entleman had met with in finding sale for 

e Book of Mormon. This time his 
father and mother accompanied him, and 
it was their intention to have passed near 
the tavern where Samuel was so abusively 
treated a fortnight previous, but jast 
before they came to the house a sign of 
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They turned aside, and meeting a citi- 
zen of the place they inquired of him to 
what extent this disease prevailed. He 
answered that the tavern-Keeper and two 
of his family had ‘died with 1t not long 
since, but he did not know that any one 
else had caught the distemper, and that 
it was brought into the neighborhood by 
a traveller who stopped at the tavern 
over night. 


small-pox intercepted them. 


(Te be continued.) 
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WISE POLICY IN EMIGRATING. 
meea (Joe 

Ir is with great pleasure that we insert the letter from Elder Joseph W. Young; 
which our present number contains. His lengthy and extensive experience in all 
matters pertaining to the emigration of the Saints across the Plains, enables him 
to speak ag an authority on the matters which he has mentioned in bis letter. 
We perused it with delight, for we know that every suggestion he makes in it ig 
true, and exceedingly appropriate to the Saints who emigrate from Europe. 
These suggestions deserve to be written in letters of gold and hung up in the 
habitation of every Saint who desires to emigrate. Our own experience in 
emigration has made us acquainted with the difficulties which the Elders who 
act as agents for the Church on the frontiers have to contend with in arranging 
for the transport of the Saints across the Plains. It may sound unpleasant to 
the ears of some, but many of the Saints who leave this country are really ag 
inexperienced as children, while their age and experience in other mattera 
interfere with their receiving counsel, from those who do understand, as children 
would receive it. Now, this is a point which cannot be dwelt upon too much 
with the Saints, namely, the necessity of their listening to the counsel of those who 
have experience in all matters connected with the emigration, and who have been 
appointed to stand as counsellors to the Saints, Those who strictly follow the 
instructions of the men who are appointed to counsel them in all these matters, 
save themselves n vast amount of tronble, anxiety and expense. It is frequently 
the case in emigration as it is in other matters,—there is @ penny-wise and 
pound-foolish policy adopted which is always attended with evil results. People 
are blinded by their selfishness, and, instend of taking a course that will promote 
their interests, they overrench themselves and are the losers in the end. 

How often must the Saints be told that 4 narrow, selfish policy is ever pro~ 
ductive of eyil results, especially when adopted by members of this Church ? 
Tf the Saints would prosper, they must dismiss the spirit or feeling from their 
minda which would prompt them to labor and contrive with an eye single to their 
own glory instead of the glory of God., The men or women in this Church who 
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would take advantage of and abuse the kindsiess of their brethren and sisters in 
Zion, who furnish teams and provisions to carry the poor up to the Mountains 
from the Missouri River, by spending the money they may have to spare, over 
and above that which is necessary to take them to Florence, in the purchase of 
articles which they can dispense with and which are not absolutely essential to 
the ordinary care of the body, are unworthy to go to Zion, and, if they should 
reach there, and continue to cherish the feelings which lead them to do such 
things, they will, sooner or later, apé&tatize. Their wietchedly mean and 
accursed selfishness will lead them out of the Church, The men or the women 
in this Ohurch in whose minds the care of self is the all-engrossing thought— 
who care naught for the welfare of their brethren and sisters and the great Work 
of God with which they are nominally connected, beyond the promptings of self- 
interest—witness unto God, angels and to men, by their actions, that they haye 
neither lot nor part in this Work, No person can retain the Spirit of God any 
length of time in whose bosom this degrading and contemptible selhshness is 
the predominant feeling, 

« Disobedience to the counsels of the servants of God has produced wretched- 
ness, misery and destruction in other days, and it will also im these days Achan, 
the son of Carmi, of the tribe of Judah, proved this when he coveted and took 
from among the spoils of Jericho, after Joshua had forbidden the people to take 
any of the spoils to themselves, “a goodly Babylomsh garment” and some silver 
and gold, and hid them in his tent, and Saul, also, the King of Israel, when he 
spared Agag, King of Amalek, and the best of the sheep and oxen and other 
animals, contrary to the positive counsel of the Lord given through Samuel, his 
servant. In the case of Achan, he and his sons and daughters, with his oxen, 
his asses-and his sheep, were stoned by Israel with stones, and then they, with the 
property he had taken and secreted and his tent and all that he had, were all 
burned with fire, because by his disobedience he had troubled Israel and caused 
them to receive a serious repulse from their enemies, attended with loss of life. 
In the case of Saul, his disobedience was punished by the Lord rending the 
kingdom of Israel from him and giving 1t unto his neighbor: nore of his seed 
ever occupied his throne. 

We feel it to he our duty to earnestly warn the Saints throughout these Missions 
upon all these points connected with emigration, for we know that they are of 
the utmost importance unto them Were you to accumulate any imaginable 
quantity of fine clothing or other superfluous articles, and have them carried 
through for you to the Valley—if, in doing 80, you should spend means that 
should be used in paying your way and in assisting in the gathering of Israel— 
they would not be a benefit to you, and in a short time, if you maintained your 
connection with the people of God, you would be na richer in worldly substance 
than if you had gone into the Valley possessed only of “strong hearts and 
willing hands.” 

The wise man said,—‘ There is that seattereth, and yet increaseth , and there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty’ The principle 
is very applicable to the Latter-day Saints m their gathering All that dis- 
tinguishes this people from the reat of mankind, and that causeth their i increase 
in worldly substance, is the blessing of the Lord. TF we, asa people, forfeit our 
claim to this blessing through disobedience, how can we expect to prosper any 
more than the rest of mankind? We know it is difficult for people brought up 
jn the midst of Babylon to divest themselves of the traditions of Babylon. In 
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Babylon there are many things looked upon as essential to respectability which 
among the experienced Saints in Zion, are not thus viewed; though we must 
confess that, even among many of those who go to Zion, the old traditions still 
linger around them, and they are apt to be more or less influenced by them. 
But those Saints who haye had many years experience in this Church, and have . 
profited by that experience, do not place that value upon what is termed 
**respectability’—on a man or a women’s appearance as they do upon his or her 
moral worth. The leading citizens of Utah—men of experience and high worth, 
and many of whom would be termed wealthy in other communities—take pride 
in dressing themselyes and their wives and families in the cloth which is 
manufactured in theifown, households. And this feeling is increasing, we are 
happy to say, among the people. They are taking more pride in adorning them- 
selves with the labors of their own hands. The Saints who intend to emigrate, 
instead of expending their money upon fine articles, should seek, on the contrary, 
to have everything plain, substantial and comfortable. Warmth in clothing is 
what you mostly need. To buy broadcloth, silks, mbbons and ‘finery that can be 
dispensed with is a foolish waste of money, and those who thus expend their 
means will see the day that they will regret their folly im so doing. As you near 
the mountains the nights are cold, and a pair of blankets then will do you more 
good than any number of silk dresses or suits of broadcloth, or any other finery 
stowed away in your boxes. 


News FROM THE CoNnFERENcES. — MANCHESTER CONFERENOL. — A District 
meeting of the Manchester Conference was held on Sunday, Feb. 1st, at Stockport, 
at which were present, Presidents George Q. Cannon and John M. Kay, and 
Elder Miles P. Romney. Elders Kay and Romney and Elders J. Alexander, O, 
Morton, S. Connel, G. Wilmot and James Walsh, Branch Presidents, spoke and 
represented the condition of the various Branches. The reports, on the whole, 
were very favorable. President Cannon occupied the remainder of the forenoon 
addressing the Saints in relation to their duties. In the afternoon, the Authori- 
ties were presented by Elder Kay and unanimously sustained, after which Presi- 
dent Cannon again addressed a large congregation which had assembled. A 
spirit of freedom prevailed, and the Elders and Saints rejoiced much in the 
principles of the Gospel which were advanced. A number of strangers were 
present at both meetings, who listened with much attention. Proceeding oe 
_ Manchester, the Elders met with a large congregation of Saints and strangers a 
the Saints’ meeting-hall, Union Chambers, Dicbonsoncetecee when President 
Cannon preached. He enjoyed much liberty while speaking, and the congrega~ 
tion listened very attentively and appeared much interested ae principles 
advanced. 


ye 
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Deseret.—In a very interesting communication received lately from Judge 
Phelps, dated at Great Salt Lake City, Jan. 17, he says,—“I shall be 71 years 
old one month from to-day; and I ean se say, without the fear of contradiction, that 
the past year has been one of thé happiest of my life, without pain or sickness ; 
and, according to the revelation of Joseph, I expect to live the next 70 years, 


oa 
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improving on the past, and then be caught up and changed in the twinkling of 
an eye.” 

Fraxcr.—Elder Louis A. Bertrand, President of the French Mission, writes 
cheerfully from Paris concerning his labors. He cuntinues endeavoring to spread 
the truth, and his prospects are something brighter. He holds meetings regularly 
every Sunday with the few Saints in Paris. The latest news he had received 
from the small Branch at Bordeaux was good, several being ready for baptism. 
His efforts to imtroduce the works of the Church among the upper circles of 
society have not been withont success. Still, he laments the infidelity of the 
Parisians, and the slowness to believe which the people generally manifest, 

Scorrisa District —Elder David M. Stuart informs us, in a letter dated Feb. 
23rd, that he had enjoyed himself visiting the Branches in the Fife District of 
the Hlinbargh Conference during the previous two weeks. The Saints, generally, 
are feeling well, and manifest strong desires to emigrate, though lack of means 
stands in the way. f 


' The letter which we were compelled to omit last week, and to which we then 
alluded, was from brother William O, Graham, who left New York last spring 
for Great Salt Lake Gity, from which place he writes, under date of January 1st, 
1863, to his son, brother John O. Graham, of this office. He says — 


“ I sincerely wish you a happy New Year, with every blessing vour hearts can desire, 
Ttrust you will forgive my delay in writing, but I have had so much to do since my 
arrival here that I bave scarcely found a moment to use for correspondence The fact 18, 
the immigrant finds plenty to do to estabhsh for himself a home, which 1s but natural, 
when the location and condition of the people are considered Still, a man or a woman 
can easily provide him or herself with the necessary comforts of hfe, and many luxuries, 
if they are disposed to be industrious and patient. You wall not find everybody 1eady 
to receive you and attend to your wants, yet the inhabitants are hospitable, where 
their hospitality 1s not likely to be abused, and where itis required, All who desne to 
prosper must exeit themselves to realize the blessings which are within their reach, 

‘Your mother and brothers and myself are ın the enjoyment of heaith. We are at 
present comfortably settled in the First Ward, which is presided over by Bishop Moon—a 
very good man Ihave been working on a farm, called Forest Farm, since my arrival 
here. 

“head brother Brigham preach several times, and hke him exceedingly well. I 
was struck with his appearance—so young-lookimg foi a man of Ins age. He evidently 
is a man of great firmness and decision of character, and, even 1f we had his appeai ance 
only to judge by, respecting his capacity and fitness’for the 1mportant ofhee he holds, we 
would certainly conclude he was the ‘night man in the right place’ The doctrines he 
teaches are sound truth, which no honest man can dispute. My dear son and daughter, 
there is no mistahe made by those who come here with bonest motives and with a desire 
to serve the Lord Itıs they who come to Utah with a selfish or worldly object in view 
that are disappointed, and who return to Babylon with miserable and false accounts of 
the people here. My testimony relative to the Work of the Lord 1s now the same as ever. 
My journey here and my acquaintance with the iwhabitants of this misrepiesented city 
have not lessencd my faith ın the work, but rather have increased my love tor ıt and my 
diligence in assisting in the great structure which 1s being reared to receive thé faithful. 
As you travel over the Plains you, no doubt, will find plenty to try your faith, but 
remember that the grumblers on the journey are the grumblers here, and while they are 
here they are mise:able and poor. It1s certainly true that the first winter is a hard one 
for the new settler, still there 1s plenty to eat and wear. 

‘“‘ The snow is now lying rather thick, and there will be little work until the spring 
comesin The Valley is a beautiful and delightful place. As you come in from your 
Jong journey, the city appcars before you, and your heart is filled with joy as you bebold 
it. When Í gazed upon it I was filled with a peculiar sensation and had many reflections, 
I sat down upon a large stone, and many things connected with my past hfe and wath the 
future passed through my mind. There were the high mountains on every nand, the 
lake in the distance and the cty below as we emerged from the kanyons. Winle I was 
thus engaged viewing the surrounding scenery, I queried within my mind whether I 
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should remain faithful tomy God, and be worthy of the blessings which I should reap 
here by my association with the gathered of Israel. I felt to praise God’s holy name that 
I had been brought here in safety, where peace and love prevail. I felt, too, that there 
was a double necessity for my actions to agree with the covenants which I had entered 
into with my God. 

“There are many things which you will want here, and that are hard to he obtained - 
without money, therefore, you would do well to save what you conventently can. There 
are things which should be purchased before or on your arrival at Florence (that 1s, of 
course, 1f you have the means to do so), that you will need on the way and when you get 
here But do not act upan every edvice you may receive, for I know you will find plenty 
to do if you carry every httle thing that so ı e people discover they want We were well 
supplied by the Church with the substantials duning our journey from Florence to Great 
Salt Luke City The way in which the Saints, who do not possess the means to go 
through independently, are helped 1s excellent, and our appreciation for such a privilege 
cannot be too deep. The fact of three hundred teams being sent over a thousand miles 
at the expense of our brethren in Zion is a great blessing to the Saints. There 3s no 
community on the earth among which there js so strong a desire to help one another as 
there 1s among this people. The Saints cannot do better than to hasten from Babylon 
ae embrace the glorious privilege which, n this manner, is afforded to them in reaching 

10n., 

tc Remember us all to our acquaintances in Liverpool and those of the Saints who take 
an interest in our welfare,” 


- 
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Through the kindness of Elder John O. Graham, of this office, we are enabled 
to present our readers with the following Message of the Governor of the State 
of Deseret to the General Assembly. It came enclosed to brother Graham in a 
letter from Elder John Lindsay — 


“\ESBAGE OF | THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF DESERCT. 


“ To the Senate and Mouse of Representatives convened in General Assembly :— 

“Gentlemen,—Permit me to congratulate you upon the favorable circumstances 
under which, through the blessings of Israel's God, you are again permitted to 
assemble in your Legislative capacity. 

‘t So soon as practicable after your adjournment on the 17th of April last, our 
Senators elect, the Hons William H. Hooper and George Q. Cannon, proceeded 
to Washington, presented to Congress the Constitution and accompanying 
Memorials, and, in connection with the Hon John M Bernhisel, Repiesentative 
elect and our Territorial Delegate, labored assiduously for the admission of 
Deseret into the family of States But Congress, during its last session, was 
heavily burdened with duties pertaining to the conduct of the war then and still 
being prosecuted for the restoration of the Union, and, so far as I have been 
advised, took no action upon our petition. 

“On the 22nd ultimo, the Hon. James M. Ashley, of Ohio. Chairman of the 
House Committee an Territories, reported enabling acts, one for each Territory 
(as required by said committee), for the admission of Nebraska, Colorado, Utah 
and Nevada, which, on the motion of Mr. Ashley, were referred to the Committee 
on Territories. This action clearly indicates a wise abandonment by the House 
of the former irrelevant question in regard to population, and justly rests the 
admission of a Territory upon its capability for self-government and its Repub- 
lican form of Constitution The Hons, W. H. Hooper and J. M. Bernhisel are 
now in Washington diligently lending their efforts toward a favorable action 
upon our petition for admission or the passage of an enabling act, as their judg- 
ment and the circumstances may most favor. 

“ Beyond caval, it is the inherent and indefeasible right of American citizens to 
enjoy the untrammeled privilege of self-government, still we prefer, as hitherto, 
to conform with long-established usages, trusting that even those usages will 
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soon concede to us the rights of self-government so long withheld. Be this as it 
may, it now devolves upon you to institute such further legislation, if any be 
needed, as may be requisite to enable either yourselves or your constituents to 
promptly improve upon such action as Congress may take ın the premises, with 
the hope that ere Jong we also will be privileged with those Constitutional 
franchises pertmning to a State Government so justly our due, and for which we 
have so long and so patiently waited and so loyally petitioned. 

“In accordance with a requirement in our Constitution, devolving upon me the 
duty of communicating to you ‘the condition of the Stato,’ I take pleasure in 
informing you that, notwithstanding the gieat amount and wide-spread extent of 
losses in hay, grain, roads, bridges, &c , by the unprecedented floods of the past 
year, still, through the indomitable industry, energy and: perseverance of the 
people, with the blessings of Heaven upon their labors, our prosperity 13 cheering 
to ourselves and a marvel to the temporary sojourner and passing traveller. In 
addition to a rapid home increase, our population has been swelled the ‘past 
season by the addition of several thousands immigrating to our peaceful Valleys 
to lend their aid to promote human progress and extend the area of human rights. 
Our southern settlements have been strengthened by a large addition of 
efficient settlers, and bid fair to soon supply us with an abundance of cotton and 
other products of warm climes Much valuable machinery for manufacturing 
purposes, especially for the manufacture of wool, was imported duiing the past 
season; and itis estimated by good judges that during the same period imported 
merchandise fell seyen-tenths below the previous customary amounts This is 
certainly very encouraging, and should incite us to renewed efforts for hastening 
the time of our commercial mdependence. 

‘‘ Gentlemen, tendering you my cordial co-operation in every measure you may 
deem necessary for promoting the public welfare, and cheerfully proffering such 
information as I may from time to time deem conducive to aiding you in the 
performance of your official duties, I invoke upon your acts and delberations the 
‘blessings of Him who ever guideth aright, and in whose handa 1s the destiny of 
all nations. 


“ Great Salt Lake City, Jan. 19th, 1863.” 
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“BrRIGHAM Youne 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


——0 
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DESERET. 
Great Salt Lake City, U.T, 
Jan. 17, 1863. 


Dear Brother George Q. Cannon,—I 
received your welcome letter, written 
on your return from the Continent, and 
was glad to hear such cheering news 
from the Missions, particularly whero I 
have labored. It always gives me joy 
to hear of the prosperity of God’s great 
latter-day work One who has been so 
closely connected with brother George 
in gathering Israel is sure to be in- 
terested in his labors, and I rejoice 
always tohearfrom you. My summer’s 
work is closed, and, I beheve, to the 
satisfaction of our beloved Capfain. 
What is before me to do I know not, 
nor care, so that my feeble labors ate 


devoted to the building up 
kingdom. I hardly think I wil be sent 


>| to the frontier this season, but, whether 


I go or not, I feel like offering you a 
few suggestions relative to emigration 
matters In the first place, I will speak 
of those who leave Europe expecting to 
be picked up at Florence by Ohurch 
teams. They do not generally under- 
stand their duties to themselves or the 
Church. Many persons who have been 
helped to this country bring with them 
a large amount of fine clothing, and can 
outshine any of the wives or daughters 
of those who furnish teams and 
means to brmg them here, My opinion 
is, that when they begin to make pre- 
parations to gather, they count the 
money necessary to bring them to 
Florence, and all they may have over 
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thig sum they expend in clothing, de- 
pending on the Church to provide for all 
their wants from the hour they land in 
Florence until they are put down in the 
Valley, and frequently for months after- 
wards. They do not seem to realize 
that it is their duty to do all they can, 
to the last penny, before they have claim 
upon the charity of their brethren. 
Last year the Perpetual Emigration 
Fond paid out some twelve thousand 
dollars for food, and three to four thou- 
sand dollars for passages from New 
York to Florence (including extra 
luggage) besides all the other expenses 
of teams, teats, &o. T will relate you 
one circumstance. T offered one family 
of three persons 2 good wagon, tro 
yoke of cattle, their provisions for the 
Plains and good comfortable clothing to 
last them the journey (in value say 
four hundred dollars), if they would 
give in their boxes and contents, but 
they would not doit. Still the family 
came by the Fund. Again, our people 
come upon those Plas without neces- 
sary clothing for themselvesand children 
(plenty of clothing, but too good to be 
worn upon the Plains); they suffer and 
their children are cold; they suffer on 
the road, and their constitutions are 
impaired for life. AJl is charged to the 
hardships in gathering to Zion, instead of 
to their own folly. hen will we learn 
wisdom? Much is to be blamed upon 
those who would be friends here, but 
for lack of wisdom make themselves 
enemies. They write to friends — 
“ Bring this, bring that, you can buy it 
so cheap there, and here it is very 
dear.” Nonsense. I say to the Saints, 
Bring yourselves, with strong hands 
and willing hearts, and you are rich. 
But do not accumulate a great debt 
upon yoursélyes by bringing a great 
amount of fine dresses, ribbons and 

ewgaws. The man who is in debt is 
in bondage. Then, I say to the Saints, 
Come as free as possible. 

Now for the independent wing of the 
emigration. The same fault exists with 
regard to that as with those of whom 
. I have spoken. An inordinate desire 
to spend the last dollar, before the 
owner gets where he most needs it, 
prevails. Buy this, buy that, until 
the luggage accumulates to twice the 
amount the team ordered should haul 
over the plains, And, as you well 
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know. many of those who order teams; 
&c., fail to have means enough to settle 
their accounts with the agent at 
Florence, leaving the business with a 
number of small accounts unsettled, 
and which cost more to collect here than 
they are worth. Besides, they are over- 
loaded ; their teams give out long before 
the journey is completed, and, ¿f course, 
the agent must be to blame for not 
getting better cattle—in fact, for not 
doing imposribilities. Now, no person 
should ever be led to believe that two 
yoke of cattle can haul over these. 
Plains over 16 cwt. Any man who 
tells the Saints different from this 
certainly has but little experience on 
the Plains. Here, again, Valley friends 
are to blame. They write to England 
thus :—" Bring you a stove by all 
means.” “Bring you a good lot of 
family goods and groceries; they are 
scarce here, and, if you do not need all, 
you can make money bringing to sell. 
Freighting pays well, &c. Never mind 
what the agents tell you, they are after 
the money.” Now, where is the ad- 
vantage in freighting a hundred pounds 
more than a team ought to take, makin 
thereby fifteen or twenty dollars and 
using up a yoxe-of- cattle worth a 
hundred dollars in doing so? And if 
our brethren cannot believe those who 
are sent to counsel and guide them, 
what is the use of their gathering at 
all? True, errors have been made, and 
by the best of men, but as fast as those 
errors are found out they are corrected. 
What more can a pzople ask? 
Everything moves on gloriously in 
these peaceful Valleys. We have a 
battalion of Unele’s gallants camped 
on the bench. How long they will 
remain depends altogether on good 
behavior. I suppose they came to help 
our Granny Hurding to relieve suffer- 
ing females from the awful curse of 
Polygamy. But the only circumstance 
that has transpired to give sorrow to 
our sympathizing community was an 
accident which happened his Excellency 
a few weeks ago. While he ‘was 
endeavoring to inflict a chastisement 
upon a neighbor’s rooster for ‘his 
plurality propensities he tripped and 
fell, fracturing, as I am told, a limb. 
Suffice to say that he has been out bub 
little since. Oar new theatre is in full 


blast, and is a credit to the builder and 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. . 159 


those who display their talents upon its | Children, but I trust Spring will remove 

boards. Itis holiday season, and every- | that. , 

body is happy, if they are not they | |T trust you arein good health, as also 

ought to be. sister Me sand my cousin Brigham, in 
Our beloved President is in good | “©? the boys. My love to them all. 

health, as are also our friends generally. | G04 bless you always.—Your brother 


There is considerable sickness among | 7 the Gospel, Josers W. Yoowa 
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Eneianp.—The principal topic oceupying the public attention at present is 
the approaching marriage of the Prince of Wales and the Princess Alexandra 
of Denmark, which is to take place on the 10th inst The principal municipal 
bodies throughout the nation are making preparations to give public expression 
to their loyalty on the oceasion. A third relief ship, for the Lancashire distress, 
has reached Liverpool. 

France —The Paris correspondents of the various London papers have noticed 
that a feeling is prevailing in the French capital that an European war is pend- 
ing, the insurrectionary movement in Poland being the producing cause France 
sympathizes “with her ancient by unfortunate allies’ Both the London and 
Paris papers have treated the subject at considerable length in leaders. 

Prussta.—The Prussian police authorities have requested, or rather o1 dered, 
the editors of the different newspapers not to make any mention of the measures 
which may be taken by Government against the Polish insurgents The follow- 
ing is the text of the resolution about to be introduced into the Prussian Chamber 
upon the subject of the convention with Russia —“ The interest of Prussia 
demands that the Government, in presence of the insurrection which hag broken 
out in the kingdom of Poland, should accord no aid in favour of either the 
Russian Government or the insurgents, consequently, that it should not permit 
either of the, combatants to enter Prussian territory without being instantly dis- 
armed.” 

PoLanb —Engagements continue to take place between the insurgents and the 
Russian troops with varying results. A despatch from Katowitz, dated 24th 
Feb , says,—‘‘ The latest intelligence received here states that an engagement 
between the insurgents and the Russians, lasting upwards of eight hours, has 
taken place near Kutno. The Russians were put to flight, and took refuge upon 
Prussian territory.” 

Amerioa.—Preparations are being made for an attack on Vicksburg, and to 
attempt the capture of Charleston. It is expected that Vicksburg will be the 
scene of the next great battle. The blockade of Charleston has been restored. 
The Legislatures of several States have adopted resolutions of diverse charactera 
relative to the war, evincing much disunion of sentiment with regard to it. A 
misunderstanding is reported between Mr. Seward and M. Mercier, the French 
Ambassador at Washington, relating to the visit of the latter to Richmond. M. 
Mercier states that Mr. Seward had expressed a desire on the part of the Federal 
Government for peace, which Mr. Seward emphatically denies. The New Jersey 
Legislature has appointed commissioners to proceed to Richmond, for the purpose 
of inviting the Southern States to join in a national convention. The Illinois 
Legislature has passed a resolution that, as the Canal Bull was defeated in 
Congress, the Governor be authorized to appoint commissioners to the Canadian 
Parliament to apply for the improvement of transportation to the Atlantic. The 
Confederate Congress has passed a resolution directing a committee to inquire 

into the expediency of passing a bill providing that negroes captured from the 
` enemy shall be returned to their owners, and those having no masters should be 
sold to raise a fund to reimburse citizens who haye lost their slaves through the 
enemy. 
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VOLUNTEERS —Pennsylvania has furnished to the General Government more than 
200,000 men since the brealung out of the rebellion, besides some 50,000 who were ın 
the service, or actually ready for it as volunteer militia under the call of the 11th of 
September last, making in the aggregate more than 250,000 men. 

Coir, —-Professo. Winchall, State geolozist of Michigan, reports that the whole central 
area of that State, embracing 187 townships, o1 6,700 square miles, is underlaid by coal 
o ranging in thickness from three to five feet. Mines have been opened ın several 
places. 

Tue Seusrress AND THE Sewinc-Macuiz.—The following comparison of times to 
do different kinds of needlewark, is. the result of practical experiments instituted by a 
sewing-machine company in the Un ted States. The fineness of the work must he 
presumed to be equal ın the two processes. Whereas it took 14 Hours and 26 minutes 
to complete a gentleman’s shirt by hand, the same was finished by machine ın one hour 
and 16 minutes A frock-coat took 16 hours and 35 minutes by hand-labor, and two 
hours and 38 minutes by machine. A lady’s chemise required 10 hours and a half to be 
produced hy hand, and one minute over an hour for its production by the machine. A 
patin waistcoat was mada in seven hours and 19 minutes by hand; in one hour and 14 
minutes by machine. A pair of cloth trousers. required five hours by hand, and only 
51 minutes by machine. A lady’s silk dress, which cost the labor of eight hours and 27 
minutes by hand, took one hour and 13 minutes by machine. In a merino dress the 
comparative gain in time was greater by nine minutes. In smaller matters, a silk apron 
was produced by the machine in 15 minutes, which required four hours and 16 mimutes 
‘by ordinary workmanship, while a plain apron was made in nine minutes by machine, 
‘which consumed one hour and 26 minutes by hand. In all the Above work the machinery 
was driven by the treddle.—Once a Week. 
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NOTICE TO BOOK-AGENTS AND OTHERS —Having struck off another edition of the Key-to 
Theology, wo are prepared to supply orders for it as they may come in, 
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BABYLON—* COME QUT OF, HER, MY PEOPLE.” 


Thick clouds of sorrow darkly loom, A day, Jehovah has decreed, 
And o'er tha earth thelr shadows cast, When Babylon shall be o’erthrown, 
And all around is naught but gloom ; ı Is hastening on with rapid speed , ~ 
God’s wrath 3s impending, From heaven Hes spoken, 
$ Great empires are falling, Earth’s rulers are trembling, 
x Fell priestcraft ig bénding; Their union ts broken, 
Zion's watchmen aro calling But Saints are assembling r 
Awake’ tho hour for slamber’s past. Where He his holy will makes known. 
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There is a large amount of spurious 
coin in circulation throughout the 
world, and a great many acts resulting 
from ostentatious vanity and pride 
which pass under the sacred name of 
benevolence, so there are a Vast 
number of words and sentencea which 
are dignified with the hallowed title of 
prayer, and pass current aniong men 
as such, but which, in reality, have no 
more claim to the true character im- 
plied by that word. than counterfeit coin 
‘Has to the name of money. Few, in- 
deed, appear to have any correct under- 
inane or appreciation of the nature 
and power of prayer, and even those 
lwho do are so subject to the influence 
‘of example and the tendency to imita- 
tion, which so powerfully affect’ the 
majority of the human family, that, 
unless they maintain a continual watch 
upon themselves and check this dispo- 
sition in itg incipient stages, they are 
very liable to fall into the same dead 
formality, mondtonous routine of èx- 
pressions and “vain repetitions” which 
chiracterise so many ðf those impious 
addresses to the Divine Majesty «of 
hédven, which are daily proceéding from 
thb ‘mouths of millions of earth's. yain 
mortals. : 
irreverence and thoughtlessness which 
are characteristic of kany of the. peti- 
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We would be shocked atthe | Q; 


tions offered to the Ruler of the universe, 
did we not know that 
“ Words without thoughts to heaven never go,” 

that they rise no higher than the low 
ideas which prompted them, and that 
they never reach the ear of the Lord to 
insult him “by their vanity and sense- 
lessness. The Pharisaical and hypo- 
critical repetitions against which the 
Savior warned his disciples, the bead- 
numbered Ave Marias of the Roman 
Catholic devotee, or the often reiterated 
and meaninglessly uttered “ Lord have 
mercy upon us miserable sinners” of the 
Church’of England, are no worse nor 
more ridiculous than the Janguage used 
in addressing the Lord by too many of 
those who, from their experience in and 
acquaintance with the Gospel, ought to 
‘know better. If an individual should 
be permitted to enjoy the unusual 
privilege and honor of being presented 
to the Queen, that he might ask some 
favor, and should presume to address 
her as too many do the Almighty, he 
would at once be ejected from the 
presence. Imagine such a one using 
such language as this —“ I thank thea, 
O Queen, that I am permitted to stand. 
hefore thee; O Queen, at this time; O 
uéen; and I ask thee; 0 Queen, to hear 
iné at this time, O Queen, and let th 
fayor and blessing rest upon me, 
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Queen. And I particularly ask thee, 
O Queen, to grant to Lord Palmerston 
your especial favor and confidence, and 
remember, O Queen, all the members of 
the Oabinet, O Queen; and also re- 
member, O Queen, the Governor- 
General of Canada, O Queen, and the 
Governor-Gerieral of India, and see 
that they do right, and I pray thee, O 
Queen, ta watch every member of Par- 
liament, and to look after every judge 
and magistrate, mayor and policeman 
throughout the realm, O Queen; and to 
send men to seek out all the poor and 
suffering among thy subjects, O Queen.” 
We can readily conceive that about this 
timeher Majesty, having become wearied 
and disgusted with such nonsense, would 
turn to her attendants and say,—‘I 
thought this man had some request to 
make of me for himself; but, as the 
presence of royalty appeurs to have de- 
prived him of his senses, if he eyer had 
any, be kind enough to remove him to 
the open air or a lunatic asylum, or 
soma place where he can be properly 
taken care of till he recovers." This 
will doubtless seem absurd, yet it is not 
a highly colored picture; and we have 
often shuddered as we haye been com- 
elled to listen, in silence and pain, to 
anguage almost precisely similar, sav- 
ing the alteration in the names of the 
being addressed and those prayed for, 
and which has been erroneously de- 
nominated prayer. Others, again, judg- 
ing from the way in which they approach 
the Lord, seem to think that he can be 
flattered and cajoled into the bestowal 
of blessings, and they will commence 
their prayer—if it is not an abuse of 
the word to call. it so—by telling him 
how great and wise and powerful he is, 
how benevolent and merciful is his 
character, how glorious his perfections 
and attributes, and so forth, just as if 
he did not know all this much better 
and realize it more fully than we can, 
Then, after the opening eulogy, they 
proceed to give the Lord a history of all 
they can think of, that he has done 
upon the earth, and, while they pro- 
fessedly bewail their own ignorance and 
folly, for fear he should think them too 
ignorant, and just to let him gee the 
do know something, they go on to te 
him about all that he has said he will 
do for the.earth and its inhabitants, a 
great deal that he bas not promised to 
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do, and more that he has not thought of 
doing and probably never will do; then 
comes such s lengthy appeal for all the 
Authorities and Priesthood that one 
would think, to hear them, that they 
felt as though it devolved upon them to 
see that the Lord managed the affairs 
of his kingdom upon the earth properly, 
and that if was necessary every time 
they prayed to remind him that he had 
servants abroad in the world who needed 
his attention and blessing. After pray- 
ing for the Priesthood gene.ally and 
everywhere, from “the Prophet Brig- 
ham down to the least officer in the 
kingdom” and for everybody-else both 
far and near whom they can think of, 
they will commence again to pray for the 
Priesthood, particularizing its various 
quorums—the First Presidency, Bishops, 
Presidents of Stakes, Presidents of Mis- 
sions, Conferences, Branches, Travelling 
Eldors and every other officer in the 
kingdom of God, both at home and 
abroad, and may, perhaps, finally re- 
member the one who most needed their 
prayers—themselves. But, in their 
disinterested benevolence, they have 
hestowed so much of their time upon 
others, that they have scarcely any time 
to devote to that which should be the 
first object of every human being’s 
prayers—his own mental and moral 
improvement, 

Now, we do not wish to be under- 
stood as condemning, nor even dis~ 
couraging the practice of praying for 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of 
God’s servants, the advancement of his 
kingdom, the progress and happiness of 
his Saints and the salvation of the 
honest in heart: every one of these, 
and a great many more, are legitimate 
subjects for the faith and prayers of the 
Saints. We are commanded, as were 
the ancient Christians, to “pray for all 
that are in authority,” and the soul of 
the true child of God expands with a 
love as broad as eternity itself, and, like 
that manifested by our Father and by 
our elder brother Jesus, embraces in its 
arms eyery son and daughter of Adam, 
and would fain not merely pray for, but. 
save, every soul of the great human 
family; but what wo wish to warn our 
brethren and sisters against, is the fall- 
ing into that pernicious and faith- 
destroying habit that constrains them, 
whether in public or in private, at the 
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opening er the close of a meeting, 
around the family altar or at the bed- 
side of the afflicted, to go through the 
same formal routine of expressions. 
Such a course is destructive of all true 
faith, and cannot be pleasing to our 
heavenly Father. Prayer, to be of any 
avail either for ourselves or others, 
must have every energy of the soul 
thrown into it; the mind must be fixed 
on God and on the subject of our peti- 
tion of him, and, in our present weak, 
ignorant and degraded condition, it cer- 
tainly is imposarble for us to concentrate 
our minds upon so meny different sub- 
jects, at all times, with that degree of 
faith necessary to constitute * the 
effectual, fervent piayer” which we me 
told ‘‘availeth much.” There are times 
when there are particular blessings 
which we desire, either for ourselves or 
for others, and for which the Spirit of 
the Lord prompts us to pray, and at 
such times we should endeavor, as much 
as possible, to confine ourselves to the 
one object of our petitions, for if we 
do not, and allow our minds to wander 
upon a variety_of subjects, although 
they may be legitimate and ersential 
topies of prayer at other seasons, we 
doubt not the experience of many of 
the brethren and sisters who read this 
will have taught them that we shall 
assuredly grieve and quench the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

The great secret of prayer is sim- 
plicity. We need to leain and remem- 
ber that we are “not heard for our 
much speaking ;” to come before the 
Lord as a child to a parent, to ask 
simply and sincerely for those things we 
need and desire, and the fewer the 
words in which they are asked the 
better, so that they are appropriate, 
comprehensive and reverential, Many 
approach the Lord with much of the 
same feeling with which so many rise 
to speak in public—viz., that they must 
occupy a certain length of time, or they 
will feel dissatisfied and condemned. 
In both cases this feeling will at once 
destroy the true spirit in which either 
should be done. In approaching the 
Lord in prayer, we should reflect before- 
hand what it is we want, endeavor to 
realize the solemn nature of the act we 
are about to engage in and the glorious 
and exalted nature, character and 
position of the Being whom we are 
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about to address, and then to offer our 
petitions as we feel Jed by the Spirit to 
do, no matter whether it occupies us 
five, ten, or fifty minutes, or whether we 
consume but one. The most powerful 
and effectual prayers of which we have 
any record in the sacred volumes which 
have been handed down to us from 
former generations, were brief and 
pointed, though comprehensive. The 
instances are too numerous to quote, 
but they are scattered throughout the 
Bible, from the petation of Abraham 
regarding Sodom and Gomoriah, down 
through a long series of God’s servants 
and prophets, to the example set us b 
Jesus himself, and to the answer whic 
he received when he said,— Father, 
glorify thy name,” and we are assured 
that the poor Publican who was so over- 
whelmed with the consciousness of his 
own sinfulness and unworthiness that 
he could only say,—* God be merciful 
to me a sinner,” was more acceptable 
and justified in the sight of God than 
the proud and educated Pharisee who 
could and did make a long and eloquent 
prayer Had Peter been so long getting 
to the object of his petition when he 
was sinking in the water, as many of 
us are at the present day, he would 
have been drowned long before any one 
could have known what was the matter. 
There are seasons when the spirit of 


‘prayer is poured out upon us and we 


feel a yearning desire to unbosom our- 
selves to, and pour out our soul before, 
our heavenly Father in child-like sim- 
plicity and fulness, as Jesus did when 
he continued in prayer all night unto 
his Father , but, like him, at such times 
we love to be alone, where no eye but 
God’s can behold us, no ear but his hear 
us, and where we can hold sweet and 
uninterrupted communion with him 
through his Holy Spirit, until faith wilt 
break through the vail of darkness that 
hides him from our view, and we can 
converse with him almost face to face. 
But at such hallowed moments there 
are no “ vain repetitions,” our souls are 
filled with such unspeakable yearnings, 
such absorbing desires for so many 
blessings, that the only difficulty we 
experience is in finding time to express, 
im the briefest manner possible, the 
breathings and aspirations of our spirits. 
Like the ancient Nephites, when pray~ 
ing to Jesus on the ocoasion of one of 
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hig visits to them, we do “ not multiply 
words,” for as to them, so it is given to 
us “ what we shall say.” 

Space will not permit us to say all 
we could wish on this subject; but we 
would affectionately impress upon the 
minds of our brethren and sisters the 
necessity of reflecting upon and cor- 
reotly understanding the nature of this 
duty and privilege, before engaging in or 
availing ourselves of it; of endeavoring 
to realize the high and exalted position 
occupied by the Being we are about to 
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and to approach before him in that way 
which will be acceptable to him, and 
with that child-like simplicity and faith 
which will enable us to realize our de- 
pendence upon him, at the same time 


that it will enable us to lay hold of his - 


promises and plead them until we 
realize their fulfilment in our own case. 
If there is any one petition recorded in 
the Bible which is more applicable to 
us as Latter-day Saints, and which 
moat of us have need to use more than 
another, it is,—-‘‘ Lord teach us how to 


address, his glorious attributes and per- | pray.” 


fegtions, also our relationship to him ; 
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ARE THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS DELUDED? 
BY ELDER HENRY 0. FOWLER. 
—9-——— 


Since the introduction of the Gospel 
by the Prophet Joseph Smith, whom the 
Lord raised up to prepare the way for 
the second Advent of the Messiah, the 
ory of false prophet and delusion has 

one forth to the world—the pulpit and 
the press have sent it forth and the 
learned and the wise have token it up, 
and when the cone: of truth, as 
- taught by the Elders of Israel in these 
last days, are spoken about, they shake 
their wise heads and tell us that Joseph 
Smith was an impostor, that Brigham 
Young and his associates are leading 
the people astray; in fact, they look 
upon them as deluders, and we, who 
ligten to and obey the doctrines they 
teach, as their dupes. 

It is not my intention to notice the 
vile slanders and evil reports that have 
gone forth to the world concerning this 
people, but briefly to glance at some of 
the doctrines and delusions taught by 
these so-called bad men. 

‘They teach ug to believe that God ig 
an. unchangeable Being, and that-he iga 
rewarder of those who diligently seek 
him; they teach us to believe in Jesus 
Obrist, the Mediator and Redeemer, and 
that’ obedience to the Gospel will bring 
the same blessings in these days, give 
us the same assurance of onr acceptance 
with God, as the followers of Jesus 
enjoyed in ancient times. We not only 

eve this, but are made the happy 
partakers of the blessings, by obedience 
tothe Gospel ag taught by the Prophet 


Joseph: if thig is delusion, then the 
Latter-day Saints are deluded. Jesus 
says,—‘ Whosoever doeth the will of my 
Father shall know of the dcctrine, 
whether I speak of myself or of him 
that sent me.” The Elders of this 
Church, who are sent forth to the world, 
teach the same doctrines, If, then, to 
get a knowledge that your worship is 
accepted of God, that you have em- 
braced that form of doctrine which he 
owns; if to have the testimony of Jesus 
and the witness of the Spirit within 
you that God owns you as his child, 
that your sins are forgiven, and to be 
in, possession of the Holy Ghost to lead 
and guide into all saving truth, be a 
delusion, then we are deluded, and we 
feel grateful to God for it. The faith 
we have received teaches us to lay hold 
upon the promises of God; to have the” 
sick healed, the deaf made to hear, the 
eyes of the blind opened and the lame 
to walk; to haye the vision of our 
minds opened so that we can under- 
stand, in a measure, the designs and 
purposes of God as they are ‘brought 
about on the earth. It teaches us to 
eschew evil, to practice principles of 
purity and holiness, to “add to our 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to 
knowledge temperance, to temperance 
godliness, to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness and charity,” which charity is 
love; and this love is made manifest in 
the lives of the Elders of Israel who 
leave their homes and all that is near 
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and dear to man, to wander thousands 
of miles into strange lands, among 
strange people, without purse or scrip, 
to endure the scoffs and frowns of a 
wicked world, that they may carry the 
glad news of the Gospel of Jesus, which 
has been revealed from heaven in these 
last days, to poor fallen man. Many, very 
many of them, have laid down their lives 
in defence of the truth, thereby wit- 
nessing unto the world the love of God 
and man they have received through 
obedience to these principles which the 
world call a delusion, but which we 
know to be the truth from heaven 
Even if the Lord has not spoken and 
revealed his Gospel, (which we do not 
admit for one moment,) the Latter-day 
Saints are as well off as the rest of the 
religious world, tor there is not a prin- 
ciple of truth they have but we believe 
in and practice in our lives. 

Because we believe in Apostles and 
Prophets we are called fanatics If we 
look at the state and condition of the 
religious world, the schism and strife 
that are amongst them, how sects and 
parties are multiplying, each one pro- 
fessing to be in the right way and find- 
ing fault with the others, and then 
reflect oh what Jesus says, —“ If ye are 
not one ye are not mine,” do we not 
see the necessity of a Prophet to give 
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the word of the Lord as in ancient 
times—‘ Thus‘ saith the Lord, this is 
the way, walk ye in it,” that those who 
seek to do right “may be no more 
tossed about by every wind of doctrine 
and by the cunning craftiness of men” 
who teach for hire and divine for 
money. We testify that our religion is 
not a delusion, that Joseph was and ia 
a Prophet called and ordained of God to 
establish his kingdom on the earth never 
more to bethrown down and to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus to the children of men. 
We, therefore, call upon all men, every- 
where, to repent, to believe in God and 
in his sőn Jesus, to forsake the error of 
their ways and the false traditigns of 
their fathers, and be baptized by one 
having authority from God to administer 
the holy ordinances of his house, and 
have hands laid upon them according to 
the pattern established by Jesus and 
his apostles in ancient days, and they 
shall receive the Holy Ghost and a 
knowledge of their acceptance with 
God O" that men were more ready to 
receive the truth and practice it, that 
they might escape the judgments which 
are coming upon the earth, that they 
might help to build up Zion, that the 
will of God might be done on earth as 
it is done in heaven. 
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There are many men .who judge of 
the merit of their sermons and their 
prayers, as a Chinaman values his 
queue, by their length, or as an Indian 
does of money, by its amount, and not 
by the intrinsic value of the coins. If 
they have preached an hour and a-half 
or two hours, “O, they felt so good 
and had such, a flow of the spirit” 
However they felt, the probabihty is, 
their hearers would have “ felt’? mueh 
better if they had not “ preached” half 
so long. On extraordinary occasions 
men may be operated upon by the Spirit 
of the Lord to speak for two or three 
hours, but we have few, if any, examples 
of such sermons from Jesus and his 
Apostles; and, as a general thing, all 
that has been said in two hours might 
have been said to much better purpase 
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in half or three-quarters of an hour, or, 
1f not, the people have certainly been 
surfeited and cannot digest all that they 
have received. The only instance on 
record in the New Testament of a lohg 
sermon, that recurs to memory at pre- 
sent, is that of Paul preaching at Troas 
until midnight, and then a young man 
fell down and broke his neck as‘a con- 
sequence of it. People cannot sit down 
to a sumptuous feast and continue to eat 
with zest and heartinesa for two hours. 
The appetite becomes cloyed and the 
stomach refuses the choicest viands, 
They may sit and mibble at nuts or 
raisins or some choice dessert, but even 
these soon become insipid. Now, the 
minds and bodies of men are somewhat 
similar in, this respect, and the former 
will not bear surfeiting and cramming 
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without nauseating and vomiting any 
more than the latter. 

— One single principle, briefly yet tho- 
roughly explained, illustrated and en- 
forced, and applied to the practical 
duties of every-day life, will do more 
good than a long harangue about half-a- 
dozen different subjects, the first. half of 
which 1s forgotten before the last half 
is delivered. The art of memory must 
be better cultivated than it is before 

“people can remember, let alone practice, 
all that they hear at once. 

The Spartan style of oratory was 2 
good one, though perhaps carried to an 
extreme. Napoleon the First made it 
the standard for himself, his attendants 
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and his legislatures; and, we might, 
with much benefit to ourselves and cer- 
tainly with no damage to our hearers, 
try to cultivate the same qualities— 
viz., conciseness, comprehensiveness and 
brevity. Let people go away hungry 
and they will come again; if you sur- 
feit them they will not. The same 
amount of electricity that, concentrated, 
shivers the sturdy oak or shatters the 
pile of masonry, if as widely diffused 
ag the point in some of our sermons 
would not hurt a child. 

Do not be offended, but give us short 
sermons, short prayers and short 
articles. : 


SIRIUS. 
4, 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Continued from page 152) 


Sumuel performed several short missions | tion to go to Missouri on a mission, in 


with the books, and gave the following 
ac wunt of his thud mission to Livonia :— 

* When I arrived at Mr. Greene’s, Mrs. 
Gicene informed me that her husband 
was absent from home, that there was no 


company with Reynolds Cahoon. They 
unmediately started, and while on their 
way called upon Willam E McLellin, 
and preached the Gospel to nm and a 
large assembly in a room which he pro- 


pr spect of scling my books, and even; cured. William being troubled about, the 


th: one wlvch I 
expected I would have to take away, as 
Fr Greene hail no disposition to purchase 
16, "although she had read ıt herself and 
Woe much pleased with it. 

T then talked with her a short time, 
ard, bindmg my knapsack upon my 
sh ulders, 10s¢ to depart ; but, as I bade 
int farewell, 1t was impressed upon my 
n axl to leave the hook withher. I made 

_ be. æ present of 1t, and told her that the 

` Spirit forbade my taking 16 away. She 
burst inte tears, and requested me to pray 
with her I did so, and afterwards ex- 
plained to her the most profitable manner 
-of reading the book which [ had left with 
her, which was, to ask God, when she 
tead it, for a testimony of the truth of 
what she hl read, and she would receive 
the Sirit of Qod which would enable her 
to discern the gs of God. I then 
Jets her and returned home.’ 

Tn Deceminr, 1830, Samucl was sent 
to preach ia Kirtland, Ohio, and the sur- 
re midline country. About that time 
Jc-crn, the Prophet, went to Kirtland to 
pr side, accompanied by Hyrum and many 
of the Saints, aud soon after Joseph Smith, 
sen, ‘s family, and the Saints who were 
rahe in Waterloo, also moved to Kirt- 


dlit. 
Ix June, 192%, he was called by revela- 


ad left with them she | 


thiuzs he heard, closed up his business 
and proceeded after the brethren to Mis- 
sourl, where he was baptized before they 
arrived 

Qn their route to Missourithey preached 
the Gospel, travelling without purse or 
scrip, and enduring mach for the want of 
food and rest. 

When they started for Missouri, about 
fifty brethren set out for the same place, 
and when they all arrived, they met on 
the spot for the Temple, in Jackson 
county, and dedicated the ground unto 

od. 

Brothers Smith and Cahoon spent 
several days in Jackson county, attended 
several Conferences, and were with Joseph 
when he received several revelations. 
While in Missouri they were required. to 
remain together on they return mission 
until they reached home, which was in 
September following. 

Soon after their armval in Kirtland 
they took a mussion into the southern 
townships and counties of Ohio. Brother 
Cahoon returned after laboring about six 
weeks, but Samuel continued preaching 
through the winter, strengthening the 
Churches and comforting the Saints. 

In a revelation gven January, 1832, 
Orson Hyde and Samuel H. Smith were 
called to go on a mission to the eastern 


a 


HISTOMS OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


country; accordingly they started in 
March, and travelled and preached the 
cope through the States of Ohio, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Massachussetts and Mame. They 
baptized several in ‘Spafford, N Y., in 
Boston and Lyne, Mass., in Providence, 
R.L, and in Saco, Maine, preaching much 
from house to house, as well as m pubhc 
congregations, and returning to Kirtland 
in November or December, 

During the year 1833, Samuel preached 
among the Churches as he had opportu- 
nity, and spent a good portion of his time 
laboring with his hands 

On the 17th of February, 1834, he was 
ordained and set apart as one of the High 
Council in Kirtland, m which office he 
officiated until he went to Missouri in 
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August 13th, 1834, he married Mary 
Bailey, who was born u Bedford, Hilis- 
borough county, New Hampshire, Dec. 
20th, 1808 

Sept. 16th, 1835, he was appointed, in 
company with David Whitmer, as a com- 
mittee and general agent to act in the 
name of, and fo. the Literary firm In 
the winter of 1835-6 he chopped cord- 
wood for Lorenzo D Young 

In 1838 he.travelled, ın company with 
Ins’ brother Joseph, from Kartland to 
Missour1 He passed through the mob- 
bing of that year in Far West and Adam- 
ondi-ahman im Missow1, and ms family 
suffered nigh unto death from exposure, 
as they were driven about by the mob. 

He was m the Crooked River battle , 
and immediately afle by the counsel of 
President Brigham Young, with brothers 
C C. Rich, B. L. Clapp, L. D. Young 
and about twenty dthers, they fled for 
Tilnois by the wilderness, , through the 
north part of Missouri and the ’southern 
part of Iowa. 

Messengers overtook them and informed 
them that General Clark had sent a com- 
pany of fifty well-armed men to follow 
them, with strict orders not to return 
until they had brought baok the company 
either dead. or alive. 

When this word came a balt was called, 
and Samuel asked what they should do 
in case the enemy overtook them. After 
a few moments’ consultation, the whole 
company covenanted with uphfted hands 
to Heaven, that 1f they were overtaken 
they would fight till they died, and nota 
man would fall into the hands of the 
enemy alive. 

They then travelled on ten miles and 
camped on the edge of some timber on 
the north side of a four-mile praire, and 
they afterwards learned that their enemies 


167 


camped on the south edge of the same 
prairie, and would have overtaken thèm 
next day had not the Lord sent a heavy 
snow-storm during the wight, and when 
the brethren arose in the morning, Phn- 
eas H, Young remarked that that snow- 
storm was their salvation. The air was 
so full of snow that they could hardly 
find their horses to saddle them, but they 
goon mounted their horses and conhnued 
their journey as fast as they could’ The 
storm was from the north and in their 
faces; 21b filled their tracks ın a few mo- 
ments, so that Clark’s men could not 
follow. 


It was reported that this company of 
men, on their rettnn, informed the Gene- 
ral that they could not overtake the 
t damned Mormons’ for they were stopped 
by a ‘damned snow-storm ° 


After they had got some distance on 
their journey, the company divided into 
three parts, the three brethren named 
fell ın commny with Samuel, their pro- 
visions ga 1 out, and, after spending 
several days without food, except ext- 
ing linden-buds and shppery-elm bark, 
they camped upon a small stream, and 
the company, numbering eight, held a 
council and appointed Samuel president, 
that they might receive the word of the 
Lord in relation to the situation of Joseph 
the Prophet and those who were with 
hım, also in relation to their families, 
and what they were to do to obtain food. 
They all knelt down in a circle, and each 
one prayed, then the Spirit of the Lord 
caine upon Samuel, and, bemg filled with 
the Holy Ghost, he arose and said — 


‘Thus saith the Lord—My servant 
Joseph is not mjured, nor any of Mis 
brethren that are with him, but they will 
all be dehyered out of the hands of ther 
enemies, Your families are all well, but 
anxious about you. Let your hearts be 
comforted, fo. T, the Lord, will provide 
food for you on the morrow.’ 

They went to bed with glad hearts, and 
arose in the morning aad prayed agan, 
and went out two by two to hunt for 
food. Brother Clapp saw several squir- 
rels and shot at them, but could not hit 
them. They were only to stay one hour. 
At the end of the time they all returned 
except C. C. Rich and Samuel. 

Feeling very faint, one of the brethren 
proposed killing a horse. Brother Clapp 
said that when brothers Rich and Samuel 
returned they would have food, as he 
never knew the Lord to give a false reve- 
Jaton to bis servants; and, while con- 
verang upon the matter, the brethren 
made their appearance with two silk 
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“handkerchiefs tied up full of bread and 
dried meat. 

Samuel’s mind was led in a oertain 
direction, and following it they came. to 
an Indian camp. They made known to 
the Indians by signs that they were 
hungry; upon this the squaw, with all 
possible speed, baked them some cakes, 
and gave each of them two, sending two 
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glad to send more, but she had but little 
flour, and her papooses (children) would. 
be hungry. 

When they arrived in camp, all felt to 
rejoice. They formed a circle around the 
food and asked a blessmg upon it. The 
bread was very good, being shortened 
with raccoon’s ol. After eating they 
started upon their journey, and obtained 


to each of the six brethren in camp, giving | food sufficient, so that none perished. 
them to understand that she would be 


(To be continued.) 
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THE SIN OF ADULTERY AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 
a () ae 

A FEELING of wonder has been expressed by many of the Saints, at the number 
of persons who have once been connected with this Church who are now not 
numbered with the people of God. Thousands of persons, many of them Elders, 
and some very prominent ones, who have borne repeated testimonies in days past 
concerning the great Work of God, are now entirely disconnected from that 
Work. It would seem to persons who are ignorant of the ways of the Lord, 
that, if a man or a woman once knew the truth and received a testimony from 
God respecting it, that they would never deny or forsake it; and to such persons. 
the departure of men and women, who have testified of the truth, from the 
Church, is incomprehensible upon any other principle than that they have found 
out the errors of the Work. The experience, however, of those who have been 
for a long time connected with this Church has proved to them that the fault has 
not been with the Work, but with those who having once known it have after- 
wards denied it. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, where men have known 
the truth for themselves and testified of it, and have afterwards denied it, their 
apostacy is directly traceable fo their violation of the following words of the 
Lord ,— 

“ And, verily, I say unto you, as I have said before, he that looketh on a woman to 
Tust after her, or if any shall commit adultery in their hearts, they shall not have the 
Spirit, but shall deny the faith and shall fear: wherefore I, the Lord, have said that the 
fearful, and the unbelieving, and all liars, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie, and 
the whoremonger, and the sorcerer, shall Lave their- partin that lake which burneth 
with fire and biimstone, which is the second death. Verily I say, that they shall not 
have part in the first resurrection.” n= 

We confidently assert, and we believe that the assertion is capable of the 
fullest proof, that more persons have denied the faith in consequence of their 
flagrant disobedience to this revelation than from any other cause; and yet, 
notwithstanding the numerous warnings that have been given, and the many well- 
authenticated instances there are of apostacy fellowing such conduct, there are, 
to-day, individuals to be found who indulge as recklessly in these sins as though 
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no warning had ever been uttered upon the subject. It is the great and crying 
sin of this generation, and God's atiger and fierce indignation will be poured out 
upon the inhabitants of the earth because of their wickedness in this direction. 
The most holy and godlike power that he could bestow upon them is abused and 
made the cause of the misery and degradation of the human family, instead of 
being used for their blessing and the glory of God. . 

This, doubtless, is one principal reason of Jesus saying that there will be few 
who will tread the strait and narrow path, and attain unto such a position as 
will entitle them to hold the gift eternally which God has bestowed upon men for 
this short period of existence. If men will abuse the gifts of God here and 
trample them under their feet, it is madness for them to expect that he will 
bestow such upon them to bs in like manner abused throughout eternity. So 
common has the sin of adultery and whoredom (illicit connection between the 
sexs) become—so universally is it practiced, that the magnitude of the crime is 
almost lost sight of. People’s minds have become so familiarized with its com- 
mission, that in many places and among many pedple it is looked upon as a very 
trifling matter, Virtue in man is sneered at by the great majority, and chastity 
in woman is a quality that men of the world assert has scarcely an existenve. 
Instead of men, at the present day, being ashamed to acknowledge an absence of 
virtue, they are ashamed to acknowledge that in this respect they are pure; and 
he who would do go in certain circles would be likely to render himself an object 
of ridicule. This being the case with men, the condition of the opposite sex can 
well be imagined. 

It is this corrupt and debased condition of mankind which presents the most 
serious obstacle to the servant of God who is engaged in doing his Master's will 
and in propagating the principles of righteousness. There is an absence of moral 
purity in the people. Nearly all have gone astray, and have corrupted them- 
selves to such an extent as to drive that portion of the Spirit of God from them 
with which every man and woman is cndowed who comes into the world. Where 
people are pure and chaste in their thoughts and actions, the Spirit of God bas 
such power with them that they readily perceive and comprehend the truth. It 
is by this means that the best among the children of God are being gathered out 
from the various nations. Truth cleaves to truth, light to light and purity to 
purity. The Gospel gathers within its influence those who love its principles ; 
and if any should be gathered in who cannot abide its requirements, they pass 
off and mingle with the elements that are congenial to the spirit they possess. 

If the Clders and Saints desire to maintain their connection with the Church 
of God, we hear repeat, what has been repeated thousands of times before, they 
must be pure in their thoughts, in their words and in their actions. It is utterly 
impossible for any man who loves or practices impurity to remain steadfast in 
this Church. If he looks upon a woman to lust after her, or carries into execution 
his lustful desires in any form, unless he speedily repents he will deny the faith. 
This is inevitable, as the word of God and the entire history of bis people abun 
dantly prove. If men and women will be pure before the Lord in all things, to 
the extent of their ability, their progress in the Church of God and in the know~ 
ledge of God will be very rapid. Pure-minded people readily comprehend every 
principle thatis advanced. They have no difficulty in understanding the truth 
when presented before them, nor in obeying its principles. Such persons neyer 
apostatize. God is bound by his promise: to preserve them, and they can put 
unlimited confidence in him, knowing that he will deliver them from every evil. 
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It is time that these truths should be understood by the Elders and Saints in 
these lands. There is no sin so commonly practiced, at the present time, in this 
country, as this of which we are speaking; and the people of God should set 
their faces like flint against it; for, unless they do so, where God and Christ are 
they never can come. 


NEWS .FROM HOME. 


—_——)——— 

We extract the following items from late numbers of the Deseret News — 

MEETING OF THE QENERAL AsseMBLY oF THE STATE or DeseRET.—Pursuant 
to adjournment, or in accordance with an act passed at the first session of the 
General Assembly, the Senators anc Representatives convened in their respective 
halls in the State House, on Monday, the 19th ult., organized; met in joint 
session and reaeived the Governor’s Message, which, as will be seen, was not a 
lengthy, but a very comprehensive document. After the dissolution of the session 
and the transaction of some little business by the respective branches. of the 
Assembly, adjournment was had till Tuesday, when, after discussing several 
subjects deemed important, under existing circumstances, they adjourned sine die. 

Sivenmigs’ Hatt Lecturrs.—The lectures in the Seventies’ Hall have been 
continued through the winter with considerable success. On the 16th December, 
Mr. Edward W. Tullidge lectured on the Art of Composition, treating the subject 
with much ability. On the 19th, Mr. Luther S. Hemmenway delivered a lecture on 
the Proper Culture of Fruit, giving much valuable information on the subject. 
Hon. W. Woodruff followed with a few instructive remarks on the same subject. 
On the 23rd, Professor Karl G. Maeser lectured on the Principles of the Forma- 
tion of Continents, the lecture was fraught with information of a geological 
character. .The Intellectual Powers was the subject treated upon by Professor 
Ott on the evening of the 26th. The Hon. Amasa M. Lyman afterwards 
delivered a brilliant address upon the Development, Growth and Ultimate Per- 
fection of Man. On the Gth January, Mr. N. V. Jones delivered an interesting 
and practical lecture on Mineralogy. And on the 9th, Hon. Orson Pratt, A.M., 
choose for his subject his favorite theme—Astronomy, on which occasion the hall 
was incapable of accommodating thosé desirous of hearing, hundreds having to 
turn away disappointed because they could not gain admission. 

Tuvatre.—Tho theatre opened on the 24th December, and has afforded a 
means of amusement and instruction to those who have visited it since. The 
selection of pieces and the manner in which they have been presented, have given 
very general satisfaction. 

Procress oF WintER.—The new year was ushered in by a snow-storm, since 
which the weather has been considerably stormy, but not very cold, snow and 
rain, alternating with rough winds occasionally, and mud in profusion, when the 
thermometer has ranged long at a time above the freezing point. Vehicles 
constructed with runners haye not been in demand thus far, and, from present 
appearances, will not be this winter. 

Tus Hotway Festiviries.—So far as our knowledge extends there was a very 
general observance, by the citizens of Deseret, of Ohristmas and New Year's Days; 
and the joyousness of the people on those days was manifested in such a way 
and manner as they seyerally considered appropriate, and in accordance with 
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the time-honored customs of their fathers, in a quiet, peaceable, orderly manner, 
drunkenness and rowdyism being no part of the ceremonies. + 


Tar Last Eventne or THE Srsston.—It had been resolved by both branches 
of the Territorial Legislature, as we were informed by some of the members on 
the morning of Friday, the last day of the session, to dispose of all the business 
upon their respective tables at an early hour in the day, and be ready for the 
closing ceremonies before evening; a resolution they were not able, with all their 
expertness in disposing of matters, to carry out, and an evening session became in- 
evitable Having a little leisure that evening, we thought it not improper to repair 
to the State House and witness the dissolution of one of the most remarkable and 
notable Legislative bodies which ever convened on this continent. * * * Our 
visit to the Legislative Halls on that evening will not soon be forgotten. We first 
went into the Council Chamber, which certainly did not present a very gorgeous 
appearance. The desks and chairs occupied by the Councilors were of the most 
plain, primitive order imaginable. ~ * There were only five candles burning, 
three of them on the “secretaries” table, to which the President had to repair 
whenever he read or signed a document. *°* Notwithstanding the general 
gloom which prevailed, the members weré doing their. utmost to clear the table. 
The messenger was kept moving briskly, and the secretary and assistant-secretary 
were plying their pens with great celerity. After having surveyed the Hall, and 
witnessed the scene till near ity close, we retired. As we lgft the chamber a 
view of the “stars and stripes”, seen by the glimmering light as they were 
fastened to the wall, served to strengthen our faith that they will survive the 
storm and proudly float after those who dishonor them shall have passed away. 
On retiring from the Council Chamber we went into the Representatives Hall, 
where there was more artificial light, as there were more candles burning, bat 
otherwise there was a great similarity in the general appearance of things as 
compared with what had been witnessed in the “Upper House.” We had been 
seated but a few minutes before one of the members rose and inquired why the 
fireman was not more attentive to his duties. The reply was, that there was no 
fuel. Although there was considerable unfinished business on the table, as we 
inferred from the remarks of some of the members, a motion to immediately 
dissolve prevailed , the journal was read, and at eleven minutes to eight, by our 
time, the chaplain was informed by the speaker that his services were then in 
order. The honorable members and all present rose to their feet, and an invo- 
cation of one minute’s duration terminated the session. The Council dissolved 
2 few minutes after, leaving, as we subsequently learned, considerable unfinished 


business on‘their table. As they retired, not a murmur nor a complaint escaped’ 


from the lips of any one. All seemed to be jovial, and from what was seen and 
heard we were unable to determine whether the parsimoniousness so unmistake- 
. ably apparent was the fault of the Secretary of the Territory or the choice of 
those model Solons. From the commendatory resolutions that were passed, we 
are inclined to the belief, that the frugality which characterized the Twelfth 
Annual Session was mutual between the members and the Secretary, upon the 
principle that the Federal Government had need of all the means whieh could be 
saved from appropriations, or be otherwise obtained, to carry on the war. 


Nothing defiles the mouth so much as a quid of tobacco—except 1mpure words, 
Let a youth whe stands at the bar with a glass of hquor in his hand censider which 
he had better throw away—the hquor or himself. 
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ENGLAND. 
PRESTON CONFERENCE. 
Preston, Feb. 20, 1863. 
President Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—As the time draws 
near when I shall leave my present 
field of labor, and thinking that a few 
lines from me may not be uninteresting, 
I gladly improve the present opportu- 
nity of thus communicating to you. 

We held our Priesthood meeting on 
the 15th ult, in Acerington. Elder 
John M. Kay was present, and addres- 
sed the Saints in the morning upon the 
importance of being humble and obedi- 
ent to the commandments of God and 
to his servants, and upon the necessity 
of gathering that they may escape the 
judgments which God will pour out 
upon all the nf&tions of the earth. He 
referred to the literal fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Joseph in relation to the 
war in America which is now desola- 
ting that country, and warned the 
Saints to flee from Babylon, that they 
receive not ef her plagues, neither par- 
take of her sins. He exhorted them to 
be united with the Priesthood over 
them in aiding to bring in the reign of 
peace and righteousness, 

The Branch Presidents represented 
the Saints in good condition and alive 
to their all-important duties. A Finan- 
cial Report was read before the Saints, 
which was unanimously received, and 
Elder Kay expressed his satisfaction 
with the same. i i 

In the afternoon the Authorities of 
the Church were presented and unani- 
mously received by the Saints. Elder 
John M. Kay then gave some good in- 
struction to the Saints, and bore a 
faithful testimony to the truth of the 
Gospel as revealed to the Prophet 
Joseph in these last days. All present 
seemed blessed and edified under his 
good instructions. 

I have felt blessed in laboring among 
the Saints of the Preston Conference; 
and, notwithstanding the hard times 
they have had to grapple with, I can 
truly say, that amidst scenes of long 
depression and want they have very 
much improved, especially within the 
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last few months. The Spirit of the 
Gospel has awakened them to a more 
lively hope in the things of God. The 
spirit of emigration has greatly in- 
creased, by the Saints putting in practice 
a living faith in our Father and God. 
Many, who but a few months ago saw 
no possible way of escape from these 
lands, have had means put- into their 
hands in a mysterious way, and the 
prospect is good for a larger emigration. 
from this small Conference than has. 
gone from it for years past. The rays 
of light have burst through the dark 
clouds which have accumulated for 
twenty years, to guide them in their 
ouward course to the home of the 
Saints. Our meetings are well- 
attended by Saints and strangers; 
many are investigating the principles 
of the Gospel, and, notwithstanding the 
many years of gathering grapes in this 
part of the vineyard, we have of late 
been enabled to gather a few clusters 
more to increase the fruits of our labors. 

The Priesthood, as a general thing, 
are united with me. Your last visit to 
Preston, together with the wise counsels 
and instructions in the Star, particu- 
larly the Editorials, have been, under 
the blessing of the Lord, a great means 
of bringing about the presént condition 
of the Saints. Fearing ”to trespass 
further on your time, I will conclude 
with kind love, and praying God to 
bless you and those with you. Your 


brother, 
W. 8. Sxow. 
BEDFORDSHIRE CONFERENCE. 
Hemel Hempstead, Feb. 24, 1863. 
President Oannon. ` . 

Dear Brother,—It is with feelings of 
pleasure that I devote a short time in 
addressing a few lines to inform you 
how the work of the Lord is progress- 
ing in the Bedfordshire Conference. 

Since my lart communication to you 
I have been bleased with excellent 
health, which has enabled me to attend 
to the duties of my calling amongst the 
Saints with pleasure. I have visited 
the Branches that compose this Con- 
ference several times, and have en- 
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deavored, in my humble way, to bless 
the Saints and: build them up in the 
faith of Ohrist. It is gratifying to me 
to be able to report that everything is 
moving on in the right direction. I 
verily believe the majority of the Saints 
are doing their best to love their 
religion and keep the commandments of 
the Lord. In this Conference, as well 
as in many others, the Saints are poor 
as it regards the goods of this life, but 
Iam happy to say they are rich in the 
faith of the Gospel. Though sur- 
rounded by poverty and hard task- 
masters, with their attendant train of 
trying circumstances, they rejoice con- 
tinually and are doing all in their power 
to roll forth the cause of truth and 
assist in building up the kingdom of 
God ontheearth. They are continually 
manifesting their faith by their works, 
and devote cheerfully a portion of their 
weekly earnings for the advancement of 
the cause of truth. Yet, there are a 
few who manifest 1 careless indifference, 
and have, to a certain extent, lost their 
first love; but we are striving to bring 
such again to the fold and to a realizing 
sense of their position. In this par- 
ticular, our labors have been attended 
with beneficial results. 

The work is progressing steadily 
throughout the Oonference; strangers 
attend the meetings and appear much 
interested in the principles advanced. 
We have met with no opposition. The 
seed which has been sown is now spring- 
ing up, and baptisms are of frequent 
occurrence. Bider Crawley, who is 
laboring in the Sawtry District, informs 
me by letter that he has recently bap- 
tized eight persons, and several others 
are ready. A few evenings since I had 
the pleasure of baptizing three Elder 
Shipp and myself attended to the con- 
firmation and left them rejoicing in the 
truth, 

Many are looking forward with eager 
anxiety for the emigration season to 
open, that they may gather to tne bosom 
of the Church. That they may do so, 
nothing is being left untried on their 
part which will help them to accomplish 
this so-much-desired object. Several, 
who have struggled with poverty for 
years, will have the privilege of emi- 
grating themselves with their own 
means, having by rigid economy saved 
out of their weekly pittances, through 
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years of struggling, sufficient to accom- 
plish the much-desired object. Such, I 
discover, have been faithful in paying 
their best creditor, the Lord, frst; 
instead of leaving him to the last; thus 
carrying out the advice of a wise man 
of old, —“ There is that which scattereth, 
but yot increaseth.” Others might 
now enjoy the same blessings if they 
had listened to the wise counsels of the 
Priesthood in days gone by, but through 
rejecting the teachings given them from 
time to time they will be „compelled to 
remain in Babylon for a season. ‘ 

On the 12th of January I Had the 
pleasure of meeting, at Bedford), Elder 
M B. Shipp, whom you had appointed 
to labor in this Conference he wns en- 
joying good health and feeling first-rate 
in the Gospel. Since his arrival we 
have travelled together most of the time, 
I have taken pleasure in introducing 
him to the Saints, and we have spent 
many happy seasons together. He is 
well satisfied with his field of labor. 
He has taken hold in good earnest and 
is desirous of doing good. Elder David 
Gibson arrived on the evening of the 
22nd ult., from Glasgow, in good health, 
He is a young man full of zeal and 
desirous of doing all he can to promote 
the cause of truth. Up to the present 
time he has beon laboring in the Hemel 
Hempstead District, where he has 
already gained for himself many warm 
friends. Elder Thomas Crawley is 
laboring in the Sawtry District and is 
doing a good work. He 18 faithful to 
his calling, and 1s on hand to do anything 
to promote the cause of our Redeemer. 
The Travelling and Local Ministry are 


united with me. Our earnest desire is 
to live our religion and faithfully work 
while the day lasts, realizing that the 
night cometh when no mân can work. 


May the Lord grant us his Holy Spirit, 
to enable us to perform every righteous 
desire of our hearts, is my constant 
prayer. ` 

The Star and Journal come to hand 
very regularly, and meet with a hearty 
welcome from those who take them. 
The late Editorials which have appeared 
in the Star, have caused the Saints to 
refléct deeply on their condition and the 
future before them. They realize that 
the time has arrived when they must 
keep their lamps trimmed and burning, 
or they will likely be found numbered 
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among the feelish virgins. 
their appreciation of those timely warn- 
ings by striving to practically carry 
them out every day of their lives. 

In a financial point of view, the Con- 
ference is in a healthy condition. I am 
not aware that we are in debt one penny, 
and the Saints are desirous of observing 
the truthful motto—* Pay as you go.” 

May the blessings of the Lord con- 
tinually attend you and those associated 
with you, and enable you to perform the 
responsible duties devolving upon you, 
is the prayer of your co-worker in the 
cause of truth. 

JOSEPH BULL. 


en) 


SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Aalborg, Feb. 16, 1863. 
President Geo. Q. Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—Having a little leisure 
time to-day, I take great pleasure in 
writing a few lines to you, trusting you 
will feel interested in hearing of the 
progress of the cause of truth in this 
part of the vineyard. 

The Aalborg Conference has impro- 
ved very much since you were here 
Jast fall. It is now ina flourishing 
condition. The hall, here in the city, 
has been enlarged and greatly impro- 
ved, so that it is now ù% commodious 
and very respectable place for holding 
meetings in. We held a Conference 
here yesterday, much the largest I have 
ever attended in this place. More 
than six hundred people were present, 
of whom over one hundred were strang- 
ers, who listened with great attention 
and interest to the principles advanced 
by the Elders who spoke. The reports 
given in by the Travelling Elders show 
the Oonference to be in a better con- 
dition now than at any time previous. 
I am sure that all who were present on 
the occasion will long remember the 
good times and teachings enjoyed at 
this Conference. There were four 
Elders from Zion, and a number of 
Travelling Elders from this andthe Ven- 
syssel Conference, present. 

While on my tour through the Con- 
ference last fall, I impressed upon the 
Biders the necessity of leaving, as far 
as practicable, their “old stamping 

bunds,” and branching out into those 

istricts where but little, if any preach- 
ing has beon done, and I find that very 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


They show į good results have attended this policy, 


as there are now a number of new 
fields opened 1 which promise an 
abundant harvest. By this means not 
only a great many who have never 
heard the Gospel will now have that 
opportunity, but hundreds who are 
more or less acquainted with, and have 
faith in it, and have enjoyed the 
society and teachings of the Elders for 
many years, yet have not embraced 
the truth, will be left to their own 
resources for a little season, and thus 
have an opportunity to decide whether 
they are for or against this kingdom. 

A goodly number have been bap- 
tized during the winter, but, as our 
richest harvest-time is during the 
spring season, we hope to enlarge the 
list considerably before the departure 
of the coming emigration. Prospects 
are good and promising that such will 
be the case, there being u great many 
who have been carefully investigatmge 
the Gospel for some time, and have 
come to the coholusion that if the 
“truth of Christ does exist on the 
earth, if must be this Gospel that we 
preach.” 

There has been, of late, a number of 
apostate letters from persons in Omaha 
and Florence, which have found an ex- 
tensive circulation in the journals and 
papers here in Denmark, and have 
caused considerable excitement and 
some persecution in certain places. We 
do not, however, anticipate that any 
thing serious will grow out of it; but, 
on the contrary, I hope it will result in 
good, which I fully believe will be the 
case, and former experience has geldom 
failed to prove it so. It would really 
seem that the opposers of the truth 
ought to begin to see and realize this 
fact, but the history of the past abun- 
dantly proves that they will only learn 
by “sad experience.” The American 
nation is a striking example. Had they 
listened to the warning voice of the 
servants of the Lord, and appreciated 
their trie position, they might have 
escaped from the terrible calamity and 
destruction that are so effectually de- 
stroying that once happy and highly 
prosperous people. 

The wintee here in Denmark has 
been unusually mild and pleasant thus 
far; in fact, T might say we have had 
no Witter. There has been no ice nor 


` VARISTING. 


snow for over two months, which has 
made it very favorable for the local 
Elders in prosecuting their labors and 
travels from house to house through 
the country districts, which have often 
been prevented, in former winters, by 
deep snow. 

In summing it all up, I can truly say 
that the Lord is continually blessing 
the humble endeavors of his servants 
to do good. The Saints are growing 
in faith and increasing in good works, 
and desire to do all in their power to 
spread the truth among the people. 
The Saints who intend emigratmg in 
the spring are very busy preparing for 
the journey, and the epee are that 
quite a number will emigrate from 
Jylland this season. 
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I feel thankful, brother Cannon, for 
the privilege of returning home to Zion 
in the spring, still, had my labors been 
required here longer, I would have 
been perfectly wiling and contented to 
remain as long as the servants of the 
Lord, who are placed over me, deemed 
it necessary. I desire only to work for 
the building up of the kingdom of God 
onthe earth, and when I return home, 
I hope to continue laboring for the 
good of this kingdom. 

Elders A Ohristensen, A. W. Win- 
berg and H. Hangen, join me in love; 
and praying the Lord to bless you in 
the discharge of your many and arduous 
duties, I remain your brother in the 
Gospel of Christ, 

Witrtan W. Crore. 


— 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


— 0m 


Eyeananp.—On the 27th ult. a most animated discussion occured in Parliament 
on the state of Poland, in which speakers of all parties were unanimous in their 
denunciation of the tyranny of Russia and the infamous proceedings of the 
Prussian Government. 

Francr.—Various rumours are current at Paris relative to autograph letters 
having passed_between the Ozar and the Emperor Napoleon. Doubtless, if such 
be the case, the condition of Poland is the subject treated on. What position 
France may take on a question daily assuming more importance and threatenin 
to be the forerunner of a European war, it is at present impossible to say, still, 
considerable agitation exists in Paris regarding it. 

Prussta.—After a long debate in the Prussian Chamber of Deputies, the 
motion, recommending neutrality in? the Polish question, and that both Russian 
soldiers and Polish insurgents should be disarmed upon entering Prussian ter- 
ritory, was adopted by a majority of 246 to 57 votes. 

Potanp.—The insurrection continues to spread, and engagements are of almost 
daily occurrence with varying success. A late despatch from Cracow states that 
the Russians have been beaten near Malagaszec, which is now in ruins. The 
contest lasted six hours. 

Asterica —The news from’ America is rather meagre. The Federals are still 
rapitily carrying out their designs against Vicksburg, and are working at the 
cuttiog of a canal, night and day, to turn the current of the Mississippi, s0 that 
they may attack it from another point. The Confederates are strengthening their 
position at Fort Hudson, and are daily receiving reinforcements, 


VARIETIES. 
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< Mr. Lecount,” wrote a gamekeeper to his master, to whom he was sending a pair of 
rabbits, “ I have the honor to send you a pair of ”» Tell me,” said he to a com~ 
panion, “ how many b’s there are in rabbits” “That depends upon circumstances,” 
rephed the rustic oracle; “how many rabbits are you sending?” “Two.” ‘Then four 
b’s, of course—two for each one.” “The gamekeeper continued, well pleased with the 
assistance,—“ a pair of rabbbbits !” * 
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VARINTIES-—PORTRY. 


> 


Srrrir or Eymr.—“ I, aint going to be called a printer’s devil any longer—no more, 


J aint,” exclaimed our filibusterer the other day, in a terrible pucker. 
“ Why call me a typographical spirit of evil, if you please; 


shall we call you, hey ?”* 
that’s all,” 


‘© Well, what 


Before you set out to pay your respects at the house of an acquaintance. be sure you 


are wanted there. 


agreeable whenever a visitor calls—not haying been pressed to doso. 


People, somehow or other, have a way of being confoundedly dis- 


Therefore, subinit 


to tho “pressure system” before you begin to feel anxious about paying the respects 


aforesaid. 


(i 
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MARRIED: 


In Great Salt Lake City, December 25th, by President D. H. Wells, Mr. George Barton to Miss Sene 


Jobnson, bath of that city, 


At Springville City, Utah county, on the 28th December, by Bishop Aaron Johnson, George Willams to 


Emma Jane stevenson, both from Birmingham, 


England. 


dn Great Salt Lake City, January Ist, by Bishop Pettigrew, Levi Garrett, from Philadelphia, to Christina 


Cyrrig, from Scotland. 


DIED: 
In Great Salt Lake City, on the 2nd of January, of whooping cough, William James Brown, son of James 


and Sophia Lane, aged ten months and two weeks, 


& 


NOTICE —We lack Nos 14,15, 81, 41, 43, 46 and 50 of Vol. XI. and Nos 8 and 19 of Vol. XII of the 
Deseret News to complete the office file. If any of the Elders who receive the News can forward us the above 


numbers we will esteem ıt as a yery great favor. 
t 


POETRY. 


——— mMM 


THE ORIGIN AND DESTINY OF MAN. 


Can man, untanght, declare from whence he came, 
Or tell the birthplace of bright reason’s flame? 
Whence comes the dignified, majestic look, 

Which never totally his brow forsook ? 

Or whence ambition’s burning, strong desire, 

His free determined will and zealous fire? 

‘Whence comes the voice which oft within him pleads? 
‘Whetce sense of shame for base igtioble deeds? 
‘Whence comes the wish his fellows to destroy ? 

Or why to practice good should yield him Joy ?— 

A wondrous compound of the good and great, 

Much marr’d by evil and misguided hate, 

Why here, and whence and where thy tendency? 
What 1s thino origin, thy destiny? 

Perplexing problems, O how deeply verd! 

Until by Deity, himself, reveal’d. 

Untaught of Hèay'n, bow vastly worse than vain 
Are man’s attempts these mysteries to explain. 


Sheffield, 


Yet prase to His most high and sacred name, 
Who peopled earth and built creation’s frame ! 
As 1n the past, so He bath sent again 

His messengers to teach His Jaws to men; 
Ordained a Prophet, filled him with glad news 
To all who works of tighteousness would choose; 
That aU who sought trne wisdom long jn vain, 
Might find the stream and never thirst again: 
Might understand what man could never find— 
That. God the Father was of human kind. 
Though deeply fallen and deformed by sin, 

Not less than this bis glonons origin—~ 
Destined through principles of truth obey’d, 

To gain a crown whose glories never fade 

To heayen restored through keeping nghteous laws, 
A perfect victor jn th’ Eternal’s sacred cause. 
‘Lhere know and see as he t8 seen and known, 
And his great Father’s matchless wisdom own. 


W. CLEGG. 
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